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OURTESY is the one medium of exchange ac- 

cepted everywhere. There are many readers 

of this periodical who will reciprocate your courtesy 

of tellingthem about your product, and such recip- 
rocation ‘medns increased sales. Why not begin | 

your courtesy campaign now by making use of the 

advertising columns of The Sunday School Times ? 














“See That Ye Be Not Troubled” 
By M. G. S. 


Without 
ORE rumblings of earthquakes near and far, 
More of the martial tread of war, 
More turning away from the Morning Star— 
What, oh, what does it mean? 


More acceptance of deadening sin, 
More hardening of hearts to the Voice within, 
More honoring man than honoring Him— 
What, oh, what does it mean ? 


aca Within 
More of a longing for Him each day, 
More of a.yearning to watch and pray, 
More love for the: lost whe are drifting away— 
What, oh, what does it mean? 


More warfare against the hidden foe, 
More a desire to rise and go 

Where millions are dying in heathen woe— 
What, oh, what does it mean ? 


The Answer 
Soon Christ is coming to éarth again 
To catch up “ His own,” and at last to reign ; 
Vanquishing sin, and death, and pain, 
This, ah, this does it mean! 


Coming in secret to take His Bride, 

His call will be heard both far and wide, 
Yet only by those who in Him abide ; 

To you — what will it mean? 


T-Oe R- 
While We Await the Lord’s Return 


Waiting does not always mean idleness. There 
are those who do not see the blessed truth of the 
Lord’s return and who would imply that those w 
wait for him sit idly by, with folded hands, looking 
up into the skies, when there is so much that needs 
to be done to relieve the sufferings and sorrows .of 
mankind. But God’s Word makes it plain that to the 
sincere Christian there is to be no idleness while 
one waits for God’s Son from Heaven. No one 
would accuse an efficient watchman of being an idler, 
In 1 Thessalonians 5:6 we read, “Therefore [since 
Christ is coming again] let us not sleep, as do others; 
but let us watch and be sober,”— watch that we may 
be ready and that we may sound out the good news 
of the Lord’s coming; be sober, not: given to self-in- 
dulgence and excesses that would dim our vision or 
keep us from the rewards to be bestowed at his com- 
ing. Another duty that lies before us as we await our 
Lord is that of comforting or encouraging our fellow 


Christians, and: edifying or building them up in the 
faith (1 Thess. 5:11), that the whole body of Christ 
may be strong and fit and ready. We are to be light- 
bearers in a crooked and perverse generation, “hold- 
ing forth the word of life” (Phil. 2:16). We are to 
be steadfast; not “shaken in mind,” or troubled (2 
Thess. 2:1, 2). Weare to esteem highly our fellow 
laborers and those that are over us in the Lord, com- 
fort the feeble-minded, support the weak, show pa- 
tience toward all, rejoice evermore, pray without ceas- 
ing (1 Thess. 5: 13-17). Shall we not then as chil- 
dren of the light ask God to open our eyes to the 
myriad opportunities for service that he has set be- 
fore us, that we may not be ashamed at his coming 
because of unfinished or untouched duties? 
— 

A First-Class Mind 

What can remain hidden from a first-class mind? 
Everything that is really worth while! It is hard 
for men to admit this; it cuts straight across our 
natural self-confidence and pride. We like to per- 
suade ourselves that the mind of man can eventually 
solve every problem. This age fairly worships man’s 
mind. The Forum, recently publishing a series of 
interviews with that great thinker and discoverer, 
Thomas A. Edison, has said editorially: “There is 
a tremendous fascination in the spectacle of a first- 
class mind at grips with the universe, or dealing with 
a fundamental question like immortality. . .. When 
that mind belongs to one who has proved his scien- 
tific attainments and sound, practical qualities by hun- 
dreds of inventions, ,.. there is an added interest.” 
What the magazine editor.and the inventor fail to 
realize is that “a first-class mind at grips with the 
universe” is as helpless:to discover any spiritual truth 
of value as the head of a colony of ants would be to 
step into the White House and offer his solution of 
the problems of governing the United States. The 
best mind of the best “natural”’ man is blinded and 


dead, by sin, to spiritual truth. No man can discover, 
or even think intelligently about, immortality, or eter- 
nity, or the spiritual forces-of this universe. But God 
wants us to know about these things, so he has re- 
vealed what “the first-class-mind” could never find 
out. “The things of God knoweth no man, but the 
Spirit of God” (1 Cor. 2:11). Therefore, in His 
Word, “God hath revealed them unto us by his 
Spirit.” There is a first-class mind that knows all 
these things, but only God has that mind, 


a 
Will Love Always Win? 


It is a popular sentiment that nothing can resist 
love. Like so many other. sentimental errors, this 
one is seen to be false when examined in the clear 
light of God’s Word. There are superficial poets and 
reachers who tell us that love will solve all prob- 
ems, end all sin, and bring in the Golden Age, there- 
fore our only duty is to keep on loving in full as- 
surance that every opposing force will eventually 
have to yield to this gentle but prevailing power, 
This -false teaching leaves out the deadliness of sin. 
Incorrigible sin does not yield to love. God tells us 
that there are evil spirits and evil men who will never 
be changed by his love. The Lord Jesus Christ failed 
to win Judas by love,— even when He had washed his 
feet and given him the highest mark of friendship at 
the last supper, after having lavished His love upon 
him for three years. What the love of God cannot 
do the love of God’s children cannot do. “The servant 
is not greater than his lord.” Those who will not 
yield to God’s love must be dealt with by his judg- 
ments,—and “the wages of sin is death.” Yet we, 
knowing that love has its limitations, are to show 
forth the perfect and unfailing love of God even when 
those we love treat us as they may treat God. “If 
the world hate you, ve know that it hated Me before 
it hated you.” Love may fail to get certain results, 
but love never breaks down. “Love never faileth.” 


The Switch Habit 


A‘ ELECTRIC switch is one of the easiest things 


in the. world to manipulate. By means of. it 

even a child can safely turn on or turn off 
great and mysterious power in an instant. Yet in 
few things are many of us more wasteful than in the 
use of electric current. It has been said that manu- 
facturers of mustard get their profits, not by what 
people use, but by what they leave on their plates, 
The same might be said of many commodities. There 
are few Christian homes that might not give more 
to the Lord’s work, without added sacrifice, simply 
by teaching the members of the iamily'to eliminate 
waste. In the matter of. electricity, for instance, 
how easy it is in passing from one room to another 
for any length of time to switch off the light. Chil- 
dren cannot too early learn the switch habit, espe- 
cially whea connected with the thought of saving in 
order to give light from Heaven to those who sit 
in darkness and in the regionsand shadow of death, 

There are many other phases of life that may bene- 
fit by the switch habit.’ How necessary is it in daily 
speech! It is so easy to say too much. Words can 
wound and do untold damage. Is it any wonder that 
our™ Saviour said, “I say unto you, That every idle 
word that men shall speak, they shall give account 
thereof ‘in the day of judgment”? “The tongue,” says 
James, “is a fire, a world of iniquity: so is the tongue 
among out members, that it defileth the whole body, 
and setteth on fire the course of nature; and is set on 
fire of helt.” 

We need more than ability, however, to switch off 
the hasty word and the unkind or ungenerous utter- 
ance. Abruptness and discourtesy are just as idle and 
harmful as the unnecessary, hurtful word. “Let your 
speech,” says the apostle, “be alway with grace, sea- 
soned with salt, that ye may know how ye ought 
to answer every man.” “Sound speech, that cannot 
be condemned; that he that is of the contrary part 
may be ashamed, having no evil thing to say of you.” 
Such speech. demands a love that “thinketh no ill” — 
the first. part of the fruit of the Spirit. 


An _ otherwise good prayer-meeting is frequently 
spoiled by well meaning though unwise Christians 
who do not know when to finish and to sit down. 
True, there are times when the Spirit of God is so 
evidently leading that a protracted meeting is in place. 
When this is so, it is plainly evidenced by an absence 
of weariness and restlessness, combined with a gen- 
eral desire upon the part of God’s people to continue 
the service. It is sadly possible, however, to grieve 
the Spirit of God by prayer for the mere sake of 
taking part, and by testimony that is stale by reason 
of tiresome repetition and lack of continued fellow- 
ship with God. 

It was our Saviour, who knew what it was to rise 
up a long while before day, and sometimes to continue 
all night in prayer, who said, “When ye pray, use not 
vain repetitions, as the heathen do: for they think 
that they. shall be heard for their much speaking.” 

Lengthy prayers belong mostly to the secret chame 
ber, when we are alone with God. In the prayer- 
meeting we have to think of others taking part beside 
ourselves. We have nto more right to be selfish in 
prayer and testimony than in dther things. 

The switch habit, nevertheless, must not be thought 
of only in the sense of turning off, but also as turn- 
ing on. There are voices seldom or never heard in 
prayer and testimony. Some do not even go so far 
as to welcome the stranger sitting next to them. There 
can be a sinful silence. “I said,” declares the Psalm- 
ist, “I will take heed to my ways, that I sin not 
with my tongue: I will keep my mouth with a bridle,. 
while the wicked is before me. I was dumb with 
silence, I held my peace, even. from good; and my 
sorrow was stirred.” Jeremiah says: “Because the 
word of the Lord was made a reproach unto me, and 
a derision, daily. Then I said, I will not make men- 
tion of him, nor speak any more in his name. But 
his word was in mine heart as a burning fire shut up 
in my bones, and I was weary with forbearing, and I 
could not stay.” i 

If Christians. generally would give thought to their 
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utterances and to theif silences, there would be less 
Criticism of prayer-meetings a new realization of 
their pot oth value to the life of the church. Prayer- 
‘meetings have stiffered more, perhaps, at the hands of 
_friends than of foes, The probiem in many churches 
is how, without giving offense, to get people who in- 
variably pray at length to shorten up; and how to per- 
suade the timid to take part in public .prayer. In 
the endeavor to solve the problem many prayer-meet- 
ings are ceasing to be what their name signifies. Even 
Scripture can Be quoted till it palls. Everything de- 

nds upon the spirit and purpose’ of such quotation. 

ot only can the Word of God be handled deceit- 
fully, but also thoughtlessly, indifferentiy, and with- 
out meaning. 

It is not necessary that every person take part 
audibly in a prayer-meeting, but it is essential that 
all Christians enter into the spirit of the meeting, and 
all yield themselves to the enduement and guidance 
of the Holy Spirit. A long, cold, indifferent silence 
is intolerable. People are so chilled that they do not 
want a repetition of the experience. There can, 
however, be a silence so charged with spiritual power 
that it is more helpful than many voices goaded into 
utterance. A season of silent prayer, with the leader 
at brief intervals suggesting vital matters for inter- 
cession, is often most refreshing and uplifting. Equal 
opportunity. to take part is thus given to all, and no 
one feels left out even though a few do pray the usual 
type of lengthy prayer. 

How much we al.-need to learn when to speak and 
when to be silent, when to pray and not to pray audi- 
‘bly. How blessed a thing to know when to leave off ! 
That is a very practical statement given to us by the 
apostle Paul in 1 Corinthians 14: 32, and applicable to 
many phases of Christian work: “And the spirits 
of the prophets are subject to the prophets.” The 
comment of Jamieson and Fausset on this passage is: 
“Their own spirits, acted on by the Holy Spirit, are 
not so hurried away by His influence, as to cease to 
be under their own control; they can if they will hear 
others, and not demand that they alone should be 
heard uttering communications from God.” 

Every wise preacher of the Gospel knows the value 
of the switch habit in preaching. It is far better that 
people should go away thinking of some things that 
might have been said and were not than to be wearied 
by preaching that leaves nothing unsaid. An overfed 
ee is, perhaps, even more unhealthy than an overfed 

ody. 

Sunday-school teachers know how easily attention 
is drawn away from the main subject and purpose of 
the lesson. It is often done quite subtly through in- 
teresting class discussion or innocently through over- 
emphasis of minor points. 

The Christian worker needs ever to be turning at- 
tention back to the convicting, convincing, and saving 
truth in Christ — “Holding fast the faithful word as 
he hath been. taught, that he may be able by sound 
doctrine both to exhort and to convince [convict] 
the gainsayers.” Again, how necessary to know when 
to be silent and let the Holy Spirit continue the work 
of grace beginning in the soul! 

By the grace and wisdom of God let us cultivate 
the switch habit in spiritual things—to turn on and 
to turn off, 

















The Victorious Life—Is It New? 


Because The Sunday School Times Company gave us 
the epportunity to earn some money in a bit of service 
for the Company, the purpose of which was that we 
might have more to contribute to the Lord’s work along 
various lines, I am glad to send you a small check 


for the Belgian Gospel Mission. I have the bulletin 
letters reporting the progress of this work, and rejeice 
greatly, thanking God continually for the way he is 
leading Brother Norton and his wife. In speaking of 
this work to the Lord I sometimes ask that Belgium 
may be a beacon light for all Europe. 


Some days ago, looking over my files of clippings, I 
came across the enclosed item from The Sunday School 
Times of. nearly forty-four years ago. Note its ques- 
tion, “Just how to live so as to be victorious is the pres- 
ent question of practical interest.” I am glad that the 
Victorious Life movement is answering this question. 
Doubtless you will Know the author of this item, and 
if, as I think, he has gone to be with the Lord and our 
departed ones know what is going on in the world, he 
will rejoice that the day of the solution of this ques- 
tion seems to have been discovered—A Pennsylvania 
pastor, 


This pastor enclosed a clipping of the leading edi- 
torial in The Sunday School Times of July 7, 1883, 
on “Ways of Meeting Temptation.” It contained 
the following sentences: 


Tt is life that has peril. . .. Enemies are all about 
us. Satan is no medieval myth, but-an actual foe, pow- 
erful, cunning, malignant, treacherous, terrible, like a 
roaring lion seeking to devour, There are other enemies 

~ too. Dangers lurk in every shadow. ... 
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And there is really no need to yield. ... . None need 
ever fail. Not that there is strength enough in any 
human arm alone to conquer, but there is grace enough 
in Christ to enable every one to be more than a con- 
queror, ‘ 

Just how to live so as to be victorious is the present 
question of practical interest. ... 

“I have known a timid traveler,” says one, “whose 
route lay across the higher Alps, on a path that, no 
broader than a mule’s foothold, skirted a dizzy preci- 
pice, where we saw the foaming river, far below, dimin- 
ished to a silver thread — find it safest to shut her eyes, 
nor attempt to guide the course, or touch the bridle,— 
where a touch were fatal, throwing the. steed and rider 
over, to bound from shelf to shelf, and be dashed to 
pieces in the valley below. And there are times and 
circumstances when to be saved from falling . . . the 
believer must, if we may say so, shut his eyes, and, 
committing his way to God, let the bridle lie on the neck 
of Providence, and walk, not by. sight, but faith. . .. 
When we are walking in darkness and have no light, 
there is nothing for it but to trust in the Lord and stay 
ourselves on God.” 


Those closing sentences, written forty-three years 
ago, are only another way of saying, “Let go, and 
let God.” It is true, as this Presbyterian pastor says, 
that the Victorious Life Testimony of America is 
answering the question “just how to live so as to be 
victorious.” But how is it answ<zing it? By some 
new discovery? God forbid!’ The’ question is being 
answered in the Victorious Life Conferences at Kes- 
wick, N. J., as at the Canadian Keswick on Muskoka 
Lakes, and at the English Keswick for the past half 
century, simply by turning people back to the an- 
swer God gave in his Word nineteen centuries ago 
and long before that. 

Victory by faith, not by works, is. the secret. Vic- 
tory, not by what we do for God, but by what God 
does for us. “My grace is sufficient for thee,” said 
the Lord Jesus to Paul and to ail of us. “Grace” 
means God delivering us. “Sin shall not have do- 
minion over you: for ye are not under the law [where 
you must do something], but under grace [where God 
does it for you]” (Rom. 6:14).- Almost a thousand 
years before the Holy ‘Spirit wrote those words 
through Paul, He said to His people Judah, as they 
faced an énemy that was hopelessly too great for 
them: “Be ye not afraid or dismayed... 
battle is not your’s, but God’s . . . Ye shall not need 
to fight -in this battle: set yourselves, stand ye still, 
and see the salvation of the Lord with you” (2 Chron. 
20: 15-17). 

There has never been any- other way. Christ is 
the Way, and the only way. He is not new; nor is he 
old. He is “the same yesterday, and to day, and for 
ever.” But for those who trust him fully, not only 
for the future but for the past and the present, “old 
things are passed away; behold, ail things are become 


new.” 
=< 
Who Wrote the Apostles’ Creed ? 


Will you please tell me in “Notes on Open Letters” 
who is the author of the Apostles’ Creed?—A Virginia 
reader. 


In the sense of originating in the thought or coming 
from the pen. of any individual, the Apostles’ Creed 
may be said to have no one author. There is an 
ancient legend that the Creed was composed by twelve 
apostles in Jerusalem on the day of Pentecost, or be- 
fore their separation, to secure unity of teaching, «nd 
that each apostle contributed an article. To this 
we owe the name “Apostles’ Creed.” However, ihere 
is no Scriptural authority for this origin, and the 
early Church Fathers-do not so credit it, although 
the Church of Rome still gives its ecclesiastical sanc- 
tion to the story of its direct apostolic authorship. 

So far as can be determined definitely today, the 
Apostles’ Creed gradually grew out of the confession 
of Peter in Matthew 16:16, and out of the baptismal 
formula. The first furnished its nucleus, the article 
on the Lord Jesus Christ; and the l.tter determined 
the Trinitarian order and‘ arrangement. Dr. Philip 
Schaff has. said: “It is not of primary, apostolic, but 
of secondary, ecclesiastical inspiration. It is not a 
word of God to men, but a word of men to God, in 
response to his revelation.” ; 

The present text of the Apostles’ Creed as a com- 
plete whole cannot be traced back of the sixth or 
close of the fifth century. It is the product of the 
Western Catholic Church, as the Nicene Creed is the 
product ef the Eastern Church, within the first four 
centuries. Its triumph over all the other creedal forms 
in the Latin Church was not completed until the eighth 
century. However, if we consider the several articles 
of the Creed separately, they are all of Nicene origin 
or earlier, while the kernel goes back to the apostolic 
age. All of the facts and doctrines it contains are in 
entire agreement with the New Testament. The 
earliest trace of some of the leading articles of the 
Creed is the mention by Ignatius in the second cen- 
tury in his “Epistola ad Trallianos,” where he says 
of Christ that he was truly born “of the virgin Mary,” 
“suffered under Pontius Pilate,” “was crucified and 
died,” and “was raised from the dead.” These same 
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articles with a few others can be traced also in the 
writings of Justin Martyr. ‘ 

It 1s interesting to note that the Apostles’ Creed was 
originally and essentiaily a baptismal confession. It 
was explained to the catechismens in the last stage of 
their preparation, was professed by them at baptism, 
and was often repeated with the Lord’s Prayer in 
private devotions, Later it was introduced into 
public service. : d 

Dr. W. Graham Scroggie has written a helpful 
booklet, “The Question of Creeds” (The Sunday 
School Times Company, 35 cents, postage 5 cenis). 
While this does not give their detailed history, it 
shows the nature and definition of uninspired creeds, 
their necessity and purpose, and their incompleteness 
and fallibility. A standard and scholarly treatment 
of the history of the creeds of the Christian church 
is Dr. Philip Schaff’s “The Creeds of Christendom,” 
in three volumes. Unfortunately this exhaustive work 
is out of print, but it may be examined at mahy 
of the public libraries. ; 
Fa 


Back in the Family After Forty Years 


I want to thank you for The Sunday School Times; in 
this day of unrest and doubt your editorials are a, 
source of comfort and uplift to many of us who are more 
or less disturbed by the trend of the times and the atti--, 
tude of those to whom we have been accustomed to look 
for guidance in spiritual matters. a 


Away back in the eighties, 1887 or thereabouts, I took ° 
the Times while living in California. About that time . 
the Associate Editor of the paper died;—I think his) 
name was Naylor; but what I remember particularly \ 
about him was that H. Clay Trumbull, then Editor; * 
found that Mr. Naylor shortly before his death was. 
writing an editorial on the same subject, and treating 
it in the same way, that.-he-(Mr. Trumbull) was, neither . 
one knowing that the other was writing on that subject; 
this showed in what pérfect accord they must have been. : 

About that time also an article was published in the 
Times showing how wonderfully God cares for his ‘ 
children when they are troubled with doubts and fears, 
illustrating Psalm 91:11, 12: “For he shall give his 
angels charge over thee, to keep thee in all thy ways. - 
They shall bear thee up in their hands, lest thou dash . 
thy foot against a stone.” 


I think I have not seen The Sunday School Times in - 


all these years until now, and I am so glad to have it 
again.—An Illinois reader. 
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A letter like this brings great encouragement to 
those who are publishing The Sunday School Times, 
and the Editor wrote a personal reply, reading in part 
as follows: 


Your letter touches my heart, and I thank you indeed 
for writing it. The former Associate Editor to whom 
you refer was John T. Napier, a brilliant and conse- 
crated Scotchman whom my father loved dearly. I re- 
member the beautiful incident of which you speak. 


I remember Mr. Napier well, from my boyhood days. 
I entered the work of The Sunday School Times in 1893, 
when I graduated from Yale, and had the blessed privi- 
lege of being under my father’s guidance and direction 
in editorial matters until his death in 1903, and then I 
had the honor of succeeding him. as Editor. No-one 
could ever take his place; yét God has greatly blessed 
us-through the years since then, and it is good to know 
that you are back in The Sunday School Times Family 
again. 

Yours in Christian fellowship, 
Cc. G. Trumbull. 

P. S—Will you be so kind as to let me know how you 
happened to get in touch with The Sunday School Times 
again, after all these years? I am sure you would not 
object to our using your letter in our “Notes on Open 
Letters,” as I feel sure that many of our readers would 
Ge much interested in it. 

This permission is given in the following letter: 

What a heritage is yours! I only knew your honored 
father through The Sunday School Times the short 
while that I. took the paper, but I have remembered him 
as one of the truly great and good men of the age. How 
far-reaching his influence for good was, and is, God 
alone knows. 

You ask me to tell you how I came to get in touch 
with The Sunday School Times again. I was talking to’ 
one of the younger women in the church, when she re- , 
marked that there was an article in The Sunday School 
Times that I would like, and she would bring it to me, 
which she did. After reading the paper I wondered how 
I had. done without it all these years. Our minister is a 
consecrated Christian man, who must long for com- - 
panionship with men like yourself, for, judging by what 
I saw and heard at the Presbyterial meeting last month, 
there are not many in —. 

I, shall feel greatly honored to have any words of miné 
published in The Sunday School Times. 


It is good to have this old friend back in the family 
again. There is a hint, in her experience, of how: 
greatly might be increased the reach’ of The Sunday 
School Times if all its readers would do as het 
younger friend did: tell another friend of this or thaj 
article in the paper that has brought a special blessing, 
A personal word of that sort can do far more toa 
acquaint people with ‘the Times than the most expert 
circulation plans; and the Times’ staff will be grateful 
for every such introduction of the paper to others. - 
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The House That Salomon Built for Jehovah | 





Its symbolisni, and whence its materials were gathered 


By Christine Gordon Wheeler 
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world of Solomon’s day seems to have been the 
almug. It was brought in “great plenty” by 
King Hiram’s navy from Ophir for the sacred build- 
ings of the Temple. Discussions regarding that tree 
have beert numerous, but, generally, it has been de- 
scribed as red sandalwood in Bible dictionaries, The 
founder of The Guardian, Dr, Harbaugh, made a 
thorough study of the subject and concluded that the 
almug of Ophir and the thyine, mentioned in Reve- 
lation, were the same tree; both are coupled with 
gold and precious stones by the Bible writers, as 
‘though to lay emphasis upon their value, 

The thyine wood, according to Dr. Harbaugh’s 
researches, is a much more resonant wood than red 
sandalwood, and since the harps and psalteries for 
the Temple and other musical instruments were made 
from the same wood, he believed that the almug must 
have been the one the Bible historian tells about when 
he wrote, “There came no such almug trees, nor 
were seen unto this day.” 

The thyine is a native of Africa, where Ophir may 
have been located. From that section, too, Hiram’s 
many einployees may have brought gold, precious 
stones, apes, peacocks, and the like, all being found 
in Africa as they are to this day. 

In ancient Rome, the thyinewood was looked upon 
as a great luxury. Pliny records that, at one time, 
extravagant purchasers secured tables made of it, pay- 
ing immense sums of money for them, Cicero bought 
a table of that-wood for forty-four thousand dollars, 
while another Roman paid as much as fifty thousand 
dollars, or, as the historian says, “as much as the 
pricé of an estate of land, if: one would be willing 
to pay so much for land.” The wood was ‘described 
as “peacocks’-feathers wood,” and also as “tigriswood,” 
giving: an idea of the markings in the dark brown 
wood. It took an exceedingly high polish, and, since 
there were many pillars in the porches of the Temple. 
within the. interior, and in the palace, a “great plenty” 
of the valuable tree was indeed needed. 


An Interior of Fragrant Cedar 


The entire interior of the Temple was constructed 

from another valuable wood, the fragrant cedar of 
Lebanon. There are two ranges called by the name 
“Lebanon,” meaning “white,” because of the white 
limestone shining through. the heavy foliage of the 
forests, or because of the snowcapped peaks. The 
range within five miles of Tyre, the city. of King 
Hiram and -his workmen, seems to have been .the 
native place of the cedars, -They grow very high, 
and the branches on a large tree are far up the trunk, 
and branch out to a distance almost equal to the 
tree’s great height. Then other branches spread out, 
tier on tier, all sweetening the air with perfume. The 
color is red, and the wood more richly marked than 
the red cedar of Europe and America. 
: The decoration of the Temple walls is of great 
interest. Apparently, all the panels were alike, with 
carvings of palm “branches running up to the ceiling, 
each branch tipped slightly to one side, looking mich 
like gigantic feathers being swayed by the wind. 

It was the Egyptians who began to use the palm 
as a symbol of triumph. Their New Year goddess, 
Roupet, was shown, in statues and on pictographs, 
with a palm branch in her hand, because one species 
of the tree puts out a new branch every month, or 
twelve branches a year.- The palm was an excellent 
choice for that symbol, as that tree has more kinds 
in its family than any other tree, and it offers more 
to man than any other tree. The Mohammedans have 
a legend about it that is both curious and interest- 
ing. They say that God consecrated more dust than 
he required for Adam’s body, and’ so, from the balance, 
he created a palm. That myth must be very old, be- 
cause certain Indians in Mexico state that, after the 
Flood, the world was peopled by palm trees, showing 
that, at some time, their myth and that of the Mo- 
hammedans had been probably identical. Both con- 
nected the palm with man’s earliest existence on earth. 

Cypress trees were also brought from Lebanon 
for the Temple, and the great doors were made from 
them. The wood of that tree outlives all other wood 
—doors on St. Peter’s in Rome lasted for more 
than one thousand years and were still in good con- 
dition when replaced by bronze doors. Shingles of 
cypress lasted on the home of Washington, Mount 
Vernon, from his lifetime until a few years ago. Be- 
cause of its durability, it was selected as a symbol 
of immortality, and for-that reason, the tree has be- 
come a choice for cemetery decoration. 

The cedar has the same significance, and its Latin 
name, cedrus, means “worthy of immortality.” The 
legend about that tree-and its related-one, the cypress, 
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Not only of special helpfulness as a sidelight on 
the current International Uniform Sunday-school 
lesson, “Solomon Dedicates the Temple,” treated 
in this issue of The Sunday School Times, is this 
comprehensive study of the structure and symbol- 
ism of the Temple, but likewise it is of unusual 
interest to students of prophecy. Many Bible stu- 
dents believe that the Temple will be rebuilt dur- 
ing the end times, and that it is there that the 
abomination of desolation, mentioned in Matthew 
24:15, will be set up. It has been stated by 
some that parts for the new Temple are already 
in existence, prepared by Zionists who are look- 
ing forward to the early re-establishment of temple 
worship in the land. 








links them to the olive. Certain men of the East sent 

Seth to Eden to beg for healing oils when Adam lay 

at the point of death, and the pitying angel gave Seth 

three seeds from the garden: the cypress, the cedar, 

and the olive, which were to be placed in Adarm’s 

mouth. one is how those trees have grown to benefit 
in 

The olive is the first fruit tree placed under culti- 
vation by man, and is one that yields great value in 
food. The trees begin to bear when only about seven 
years old, but do not bear freely until about thirty 
years of age. It takes about one hundred years fully 
to develop an olive grove. In shape, it is like an 
apple tree, and its leaf is much like that of a willow; 
the flowers are white and appear in June; the fruit 
is green, then purple, and finally black when ripe. The 
wood is a yellowish green, and admits of a very high 
polish, Cabinet makers use even the roots of the 
olive tree, making them into fancy boxes and orna- 
ments, 

The dove, which brought the olive branch to the 
ark to let Noah know that the Flood was over, made 
that tree forever after a symbol of peace. The fold- 
ing doors leading into the holy place in the Temple 
were made of that tree. They were carved with two 
cherubim separated by a palm branch, with flowers 
and knops, or gourds, at either side. It is strange 
to realize that the cherubim were like those in the 
Assyrian, Babylonian, and Phoenician temples; figures 
made up of lions’-bodies, men’s faces, and eagles’ 
wings. Those typified strength, intellect, and spirit- 
uality— for. the eagle could soar into the heavens 
higher than any other creature of earth. 

The same cherubim composites of the typical lion, 
man, and eagle held up the ark of the covenant in 
the holy of holies. It, too, was made of olivewood. 
But the sacred ark itself, fashioned long years be- 


fore the Temple was built, was made after the style’ 


and with the material described by Jehovah himself. 
The weod used was shittim wood, named that because 
it grows in tangled hedges, It is an acacia tree, but 
does not resemble those known by that name in Amer- 
ica. It seems to be a tree that might typify the Trin- 
ity. Its branches shoot out from the trunk for a 
distance without leaves, and then grow-into three even 
divisions, leafing. Below that division, three blossoms 
come, which grow into fruit that looks something like 
a cherry, and that hangs, three together, on long stems. 


God’s Symbol of Leadership 


The shittim has no insect visitors, and, consequently, 
the wood is without a blemish and very hard, taking 
a beautiful polish. In color, it is a golden brown. 
The candlesticks, designed at the same time by Je- 
hovah, were described as having almonds, oper. flowers, 
and knops as their decoration. The almond seems to 
have been God’s chosen symbol for leadership, for 
when the dispute occurred about leadership, he in- 
structed that the tribes lay up rods in the tabernacle, 
and then Aaron’s almond rod budded, showing the 
chosen of God, Again, Jeremiah saw an almond rod 
budding when he had the vision calling him to be- 
come a prophet. 

The Jews. call the almond by a word meaning 
“shaker,” apparently because it shakes off the effects 
of the winter and blooms as early as January. It is 
not a nut but a fruit tree, and about the shape of an 
apple tree, but having a leaf shaped much like that of 
a willow. Its fruit is something like a peach, only 
green, dry, and inedible, with the kernel, or nut, in- 
side a perforated shell. Those candlesticks were 


in the holy place, which makes the almond now seem 
very sacred. ‘ 

The only woods mentioned as being part of the 
Temple construction are cedar wood, cypress wood, 
almug wood, and olive wood, although there may have 
been some fir used. While the almond and the palm 


trees were used in the building as symbols, the fir 
tree had an even more sacred use as a symbol. On 
an old Jewish glass bowl found some years ago the 
Temple was modeled, and over the main entrance was 
shown a carved fir tree, which at once suggests Hosea’s 
declaration concerning Jehovah's speech: “I am like 
a green fir tree. From me is thy fruit found.” In 
such a speech lies a knowledge of the deep significance 
of that symbol, something like a nameplate on the 
door of the house ot Jehovah, as the Temple was offi- 
cially known. 

The earliest known use of the fir tree as a symbol 
of the Creator is that made of it in Eridu, in Assyria. 
‘the Egyptians had taken the palm for their New 
Year’s festival, but the Assyrians chose an evergreen, 
the fir, and decorated it with lights to represent the 
hosts of heaven, fruit to represent vegetation, small 
carved fish, birds, animals, and human beings also 
were hung there to show the entire creation as a pic- 
ture, an object lesson. It may have been the fir which 
the Phoenicians used also, as their religion was much 
like that of the Assyrians and Babylonians, and Solo- 
man’s Temple had.a Phoenician architect and numer- 
ous Phoenician builders who were all “cunning” 
workers in brass, and in other materials, as the Bible 
states. 

Another’ symbol from the plant kingdom which is 
very important in connection with the Temple is that 
of the grapevine, placed above the door into the holy 
place where the golden altar stood. It was a grape- 
vine made with solid gold and the bunches of grapes 
on it were the size of a man. There was muck gold 
used in the Temple, but that vine and the altar must 
have been much the largest pieces. 


The Great “Molten Sea” 


The largest brass object in the Temple was the 
largest laver, a vessel for holding water, which was 
so large that they called it a “molten sea.” That 
brass bowl was held up on the backs of twelve life- 
sized oxen of brass—one for each of the tribes— 
and arranged so. that three heads of the beasts faced 
to the north, three to the south, three to the east, and 
three to the west. Certain critics maintain that 
among the Egyptian-Babylonian-Phoenician influences, 
the lavers should be listed, because they would be to 
them something. in the nature of praying-machines, 
objects that stood as a perpetual reminder to the hosts 
of heaven, whom those heathen nations worshiped, 
to send rain in the proper times and seasons. 

The Israelites put that “molten sea’ and the other 
lavers to a practical purpose, for the water was 're- 
quired for the cleansing of the animals and birds 
used in the Temple sacrifices. The ox was looked 
upon by them as the beast that gave the most help 
to man, and, that is why the animal had a place in 
the symbology within the historic building. 

Other objects of brass belonging to the Temple 
were the two huge hollow brass pillars standing one 
on either side of the main entrance. They did not 
support a roof and were without a mission, it would 
‘seem, excepting that of symbology and beauty. The 
Egyptians and the nations they influenced had al- 
ways erected such pillars, which were for them a kind 
of receiving station for heavenly messages. In time, 
they placed sculptured birds on top of them, showing 
that birds carried messages from Paradise, as they 
fully believed. Solomon did not seem to have such 
an idea, but, rather, a desire to draw men’s attention 
to the fact that they were approaching the Temple of 
ie and that the pillars, in design, signified immor- 
tality. 

Solomon named the pillars Jachin and Boaz, to 
show, “that from God cometh our strength.” That 
was the thought that he sought to place in the minds 
of the persons coming to the house of Jehovah. They 
were symbolical guideposts, handsomely decorated 
with one hundred pomegranates on each one, and, 
because of their sceds, meaning long life and the 
hereafter. At the top of the pillars, there were huge 
lily petals shaped in the brass, really the lotus, called 
in the East “lily,” for it grows like the water lily. 

The lotus is blue, red, and white, and rises about 
a foot out of the Nile and other water beds of that 
district. It has large strong leaves and a seed the 
size of an olive, which is edible. Frequently, the 
Egyptians crushed it into a flour from which they 
made bread. That is why it seems probable that Solo- 
mon was thinking of the lotus when he said: “Cast 
thy bread upon the waters: for thou shalt find it 
after many davs.” The Egyptians, as he knew, seeded 
the lotus by wrapping its seeds in heavy balls of 
mud, these were thrown into the water and their 
weight carried the seed to the soil below. 

There is another piece of brass belonging to that 
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sacred building, —the brass in the doors of the great 
gate flashed brightly in the sunlight. If one were 
to pass through it, the next outer section of the 
buildings would be the porches, for that gate was 
fences a doorway into the Temple proper, and the 
porches themselves were not entrances or passages to 
the building but in the nature of covered walks, like 
colonades, or cloisters, from which one could view 
the red and white limestone walls of the Temple set 
upon a white marble foundation. The royal porch 
had pillars as high as one ‘hundred feet in the center, 
and as low as fifty on the sides, but the roof was in 
tiers far above the highest pillars. 

There are many things to marvel at when one 
views, imaginatively, the Temple built by King Solo- 
mon on Mount Zion, the highest part of Mount Moriah. 
The work was accomplished with such a sense of 
reverence that no toolwork and no noise profaned the 
sacred site during the period of construction, seven 
and one-half years, for all the masonry was done at 
a distance, and the materials brought to the summit 
and set quietly into place. Another cause for aston- 
ishment is that a building no larger than a large church 
of today, not so large as a cathedral, should cost so 
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much,—an estimate of several millions of dollars 
has been made. 

A large amount of that money was collected by 
David who had set himself assiduously to the task of 
furthering the deep desire ot his heart —the building 
of a house on earth as a dwelling-place for Jehovah. 
God was so pleased with the love and desire that Da- 
vid expressed that he responded by promising to 
build a house for David, and that promise meant 
that the Messiah would be born from David's line. 
So Christ was the living reward to David for hav- 
ing conceived the plans for his son Solomon’s Temple. 
The work was bequeathed to Solomon as his sacred 
duty to God and to his father. 

Christ, as the “prince of the house of David,” be- 
came a Temple incarnate, one “not made with hands.” 
Since, from the beginning, one thousand years be- 
fore his birth in the manger, he was closely linked 
to Solomon’s Temple, typically, and, later, through his 
visits to Mount Zion, he was linked by his life’s as- 
sociation with its sacred precincts, no other build- 
ing in the world can compare with that one for its 
fascination in the minds of Christians. 

Dayton, Onro. 








As the Budding Fig Tree Fulfills Prophecy 


Ominous signs of the times as God’s chosen 
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This striking exposition of our Lord’s prophetic words concerning the fig tree, Israel, and the nations, as given in 
Luke 21, is reprinted by permission from the Jewish Missionary Magozine, the official organ of the New York 
Jewish Evangelization Society, and of which the Rev. Thomas M. Chalmers, well known to Sunday School 


Times readers, is editor. 


(meaning “New City’), became the seat of 

Turkish Administration in Palestine. It lies 
between verdant Mount Gerizim and sunbaked Mount 
Ebal. Sychar was at the base of the former, crowned 
by the splendid temple of the Samaritans. The Brit- 
ish cavalry, after the Turkish entrenched lines across 
the Plain of Sharon had been broken, streamed over 
the famous Pass of Megiddo into the Plain of Es- 
draelon in September, 1918. Then, turning eastward 
toward Jezreel and Bethshan, they blocked the roads 
leading from Shechem and Samaria and occupied the 
exits across the Jordan. The whole Turkish army, 
retiring before the British infantry advancing through 
the hills of Mount Ephraim, was either captured or 
destroyed. This crushing defeat proved to be the de- 
liverance of Palestine after four centuries of Turk- 
ish oppression, 

These victories sent a thrill through the Jews of 
all lands. They were quick to discern that it meant 
the unlocking of the long closed gates of their an- 
cestral home, assured to them by the Balfour Declara- 
tion of 1917. 

Let us look for a moment at the connection between 
prayer and victory. There was much prayer, public 
and private, during the war, but throughout the years 
1914 to 1917 there was an obstinate objection in both 
Church and Government to any official act of prayer, 
with consequent deadlock on all battlefields. At last, 
in November, 1917, at the time Mr. Balfour made 
the celebrated declaration with regard to a National 
Home for the Jews in Palestine, King George pro- 
claimed January 6 (Sunday), 1918, a day of national 
prayer. Thus, the year 1918 opened with official in- 
tercession. The Germans launched their desperate 
storm attack on the twenty-first of March, and on 
the twenty-fifth the Archbishop of Canterbury issued 
a call to prayer. Then, on the fourth of August, the 
King with both Houses of Parliament and the whole 
nation made supplication to God. The day was sim- 
ilarly observed throughout the British Empire. On 
August 8 the battle was fought on the Somme, which 
General Hindenburg has stated was the fatal day for 
the German army. Thereafter, there was a collapse 
upon all fronts. 

These events make men think. Two lines of proph- 
ecy seem to be converging. The first: “Jerusalem 
shall be trodden down of the Gentiles, until the times 
of the Gentiles be fulfilled” (Luke 21:24). As to 
this first, Jerusalem is free, but not Mount Moriah; 
the Moslems still occupy the Temple site. The sec- 
ond prophecy: “Blindness in part is happened to Is- 
rael, until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in” 
(Rom. 11:25). The Jews are beginning to return to 
the Holy Land, and the promise is: “I will ... 
gather you out of all countries, and will bring you into 
your own land. Then... a new heart also will I 
give you” (Ezek. 36:24, 26). There is a readiness 
among Jews everywhere to consider the Christian in- 
terpretation of their Scripture. It is the joy of the 
British Jews Society at Haifa to walk with the young 
Zionists and, beginning at Moses and all the prophets, 
to expound in all the Scriptures the things concerning 
Jesus, and to ask: “Ought not Christ to have suffered 
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—_ : and to enter into his glory?” (Luke 24: 
26, 27. 

None can be so blind as not to see in process the 
fulfillment of the thirty-seventh chapter of Ezekiel. 
The dry and scattered bones of the Jewish people are 
being brought together and covered with national sub- 
stance. They no longer change their names, but are 
proud of being Jews. Their graves among the nations 
are being opened. They are being placed in their 
own land. $ the promise, long thought to be dead, 
comes into activity, a great change will take place: 
“Then shall ye know that I the Lord have spoken it, 
and performed it.” 

_Our eyes behold what prophets and kings have de- 
sired to see (Luke 10:24). Wonders are happening 
in our day, and unless we keep awake we. shall slum- 
ber while the King of Glory passes by. For only 
spiritual sight can discern the workings of the Holy 
Spirit among men. The Israelites were made willing 
by the cruelty of their taskmasters to leave Egypt. 
Persecution, unrelenting and ruthless, has made the 
Jews ready to depart from Russia and Roumania. 
The escaped slaves of Egypt were attacked by Edom- 
ites, Amalekites, and Moabites, ail kinsfolk, deter- 
mined to defeat the birthright. The Jews, returning 
from captivity in Babylon, were bitterly opposed by 
the local inhabitants. The most marvelous of all 
God’s dealings with mankind, the third and final res- 
toration of the Jews, has commenced. Again, there 
was Organized opposition by the mixed ‘race, who 
for centuries had left the land uncared for, backed 
by every section of the Christian church, Lord Bal- 
four even being reviled. Are we in opposition? “Lest 
re ye be found even to fight against God” (Acts 
5: 30). 

The close of “the times of the Gentiles” and the re- 
moval of blindness from the Jewish mind coincide. 
Now, the times of the Gentiles begin and end with 
the image of world power seen by Nebuchadnezzar. 
He was the head of gold, who incorporated Pales- 
tine in his empire and destroyed Jerusalem. Seven 
times were to pass over him, while he acted as a 
wild animal. During some 2,520 years, or seven times 
360 years, the nations in their folly have torn -and 
mangled each other like wild beasts. During all these 
centuries, there have been wars and rumors of wars, 
with famines, earthquakes, and pestilences—the four 
judgments of God—in divers places. Only recently 
are there indications that statesmen are returning to 
sanity and seeking to promote goodwill. Force is 
now discredited even im the education of children, in 
the treatment of criminals and lunatics, in the dis- 
cipline of soldiers and sailors, in the handling of sub- 
ject and backward races. 

The successive empires into which the image was 
divided flourished and lost their dominion. We are 
now living in the feet and toes, that is, in the sub- 
divisions of the Roman Empire. Several reasons sub- 
stantiate this. The World War was a war of libera- 
tion from the rule of iron. It freed the peoples of 
Furope from the intolerable despotisms of the Ro- 
manofts, Hapsburgs, and Hohenzollerns, as well as 
from many lesser tyrannies. The iron is weakening 
and the clay is preponderating. Democracies of vari- 
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ous types now govern the major part of mankind. 
Some of these democracies, especially in Russia and 
China, are as fierce and inhuman in the use of iron 
force as any autocrat of history. We-see the image 
still erect, and that a trade union or a Soviet can. pros- 
ecute its passion for power as ruthlessly as a Nebu- 
chadnezzar. Every form of human government has 
had its trial and has failed. Are there signs that the 
stone formed without hands is about to sweep the 
image from. the earth? 

Daniel states that this stone became a great moun- 
tain, or rock, which filled the whole earth. The im- 
mortal song of Moses (Deut. 32) declares that Je- 
hovah is the Rock, and this is repeated in the Eight- 
eenth Psalm: ‘Who is God, save Jehovah? And 
who is a rock, besides our God?” We are in no doubt 
as to the identity of this Rock. Paul (1 Cor. 10: 4) 
is explicit that the spiritual Rock which accompanied 
Israel was Christ. We sing this truth in our hymn, 
“Rock of Ages,” taken from Isaiah 26:4. Jesus 
Christ is the chief Stone, which the builders refused 
(Psa. 118: 22). He is the Stone laid in Zion for a 
sure foundation (Isa. 28: 16). 

“God is light, and in him is nd darkness at all” 
(1 John 1:5). Only one Light can so dispel darkness 
as to fill the whole earth with the knowledge of the 
glory of Jehovah (Hab. 2:14). God shines in our 
hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory 
of God in the face of Jesus Christ (2 Cor. 4:6). God 
is “the Father of glory” (Eph.:1:17): Jesus Christ 
is the brightness of the Father’s glory (Heb. 1:3). 
With John, we behold his glory, and with Isaiah, we 
know that “the whole earth is full of his glory” (Isa. 
6:3). “Who is this King of glory?” Jehovah of 
me Jesus Christ, he is the King of glory (Psa. 24: 
10). 

As our Lord Jesus concluded that marvelous sum- 
mary of future history which he caused to pass be- 
fore the minds of his disciples, to be found in the 
twenty-first chapter of Luke, he said: “Behold the 
fig tree, and all the trees; when they now shoot forth, 
ye see and know of your own selves that summer. is 
now nigh at hand. .So likewise ye, when ye see these 
things come to pass, know ye that the kingdom of 
God is nigh at hand.” Matthew and Mark mention 
the fig tree only; but Luke is concerned for the Gen- 
tiles, so he ascertained the full import of the parable 
and adds: “And all the trees.” 

The fig tree refers to the Jews and the Hcly Land. 
In the furnace of Egypt and in their deliverance, the 
Jews learned that there is only one God, Jehovah. 
Passed a: second time through the furnace, in Babylon, 
they were purified from idolatry and its uncleanness. 
They returned to Jerusalem worshiping the law, which 
for centuries they had neglected. But they lost what 
their Scriptures and their history taught, that God is 
not only a Spirit, but a person, and that every man, 
even an enemy, is a neighbor. They returned imper- 
vious to love. This is what they lack, and indeed we 
all tack. Therefore, the parting word of our Lord 
was: “A new commandment I give unto you, That 
ye love one another” (John 13:34). Love will not 
grow without cultivation. 

The fig tree is at last putting forth leaves. Pales- 
tine is ashamed of its rags and is reassuming its gar- 
ments of beauty. The first Zionists settled on the 
deserted and malarial Plain of Esdraelon and were 
decimated by fevers and hardships. Swamps have 
been drained, trees planted by the thousand, houses 
built, factories started. There are now over a hundred 
Jewish colonies with some fifty thousand inhabitants. 
Notwithstanding the outcry, there are fewer Jews in 
Palestine as yet than in pre-war time. The difference 
is that the Jews were then quiescent, without hope, 
Now they have spent already between seven and eight 
millions sterling in reclaiming the land of their fathers, 

Education is a primary object. A university opened 
by Lord Balfour has been built outside Jerusalem. 
There is a large Technical College on Mount Car- 
mel. The Jews maintain some 250 schools. All edu- 
cation is given in Hebrew, and Hebrew is universally 
spoken by Zionists. 

Railways thread the country, and motors find good 
roads in every direction. The finances show a surplus, 
There is no army, yet the country is well policed and 
enjoys tranquillity. It uses its small defense force to 
protect Transjordania. Excavations are confirming 
the accuracy of the Old Testament records, and events 
are clothing the prophetical writings with fresh au- 
thority. ‘Fhe land and the people are putting forth 
leaves. There may be temporary blights, but growth 
has begun. An encouraging sign is the erection of 
a Bible House on the north side of Jerusalem. The 
foundation stone was laid by Lord Plumer in Decem- 
ber, 1926, in behalf of the British and Foreign Bible 
Society. Once again the Bible is honored in the 
land and city of its birth. Perhaps the most im- 


portant outcome of the war is, that it pushed ajar.. 


the long closed gates of Palestine. 

But there is another part to the prophecy,— “And 
all the trees.” This clause refers to the nations, 
They, too, are exhibiting reviving life in a remark- 
able way. 

The progress made by Iraq, or Mesopotamia, dur- 
ing the last few years is astonishing to those who 
knew its derelict condition under the Turks, The size 
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of the new administration is more than twice that of. Britain’s administration, that, apart from airplanes, 


England and Wales, yet the population is only three 
million. The irrigable area is not less than that of 
Egypt, where the marvelous rehabilitation of the peas- 
antry and of the finances has been secured by immense 
dams holding up the waters of the Nile, converting 
floods into perennial irrigation. - All this must now 
be done for Mesopotamia. A beginning was made 
with the Hindiyeh Barrage on the Euphrates, nearly 
useless under the Turks, but now reconstructed and 
working well. The district between the Tigris and 
Euphrates was one of the most fertile areas on the 
earth, both under Chaldeans and Arabs, mntil the de- 
struction of the canals by invaders from Central Asia 
starved millions to death and -turned the soil into 
sand and swamp. - 

Some years before the war, I tried to induce the 
Jews to-secure a concession from the Turks to re- 
store the ancient irrigation. They sent out a deputa- 
tion, which reported, like the spies of Moses, well of 
the land but evil of the inhabitants. They did not 
trust the Turks and they had no faith in the God of 
their fathers, Had they had more courage, they 
would now be in possession of a very paying concern, 

Before the war, railways and roads hardly existed. 
Bagdad is now within twenty-four hours by rail of 
Basra, the seaport on the Persian Gulf, and will soon 
be in as close connection with Mosul in the north. 
Bridges, both permanent. and floating, have been mul- 
tiplied, and the country has been opened to motor traf- 
fic. Bagdad is in communication with the Haifa and 
Beirut seaports by motor car across the desert, while 
airplane service connects with Egypt and India, The 
larger towns have electric lighting and water supply. 
There are twenty thousand pupils in the schools and, 
still more extraordinary, four thousand girls, An 
efficient police force and a small army provide a tran- 
quillity that rival tribes had made impossible. In con- 
trast with Turkish rule, it is a striking testimony to 


she has only one regiment, an Indian one, in Iraq. 
Trade and cultivation are consequently increasing, and 
the civil administration is now self-supporting. 

The story of how Egypt was raised from the mire 
of debt and degradation, its population rapidly going 
blind, to its present prosperity and respéctability is 
well known. The Egyptians will receive cordial as- 
sistance in any effort they make to maintain the recti- 
tude in government that secured British success. and 
brought some contentment to fourteen million people. 

Egypt and Mesopotamia are of fascinating inter- 
est because excavations reveal a civilization, an artistic 
excellence, a wealth of gold and precious things, en- 
graving and writing, hitherto unsuspected, and now 
found to have been: fairly widespread in those coun- 
tries between three and four thousand years before 
Christ, thus more than confirming the fourth chapter 
of Genesis, which represents cattle domesticated, land 
cultivated, music appreciated, and brass and iron sub- 


‘jected to skilled workmanship. 


One point deserves attention. By a chain of very 
remarkable events, extending over a long series of 
years, Egypt, Mesopotamia, and Palestine, all ihree 
sunk from former splendor into hopeless squalor, have 
come under British protection and have been resusci- 
tated, to the astonishment of all beholders. No less 
marvelous is the fact that in the case of all three, an- 
nexation has been rendered impossible. Nor can there 
be any king in Jerusalem. Out of Bethlehem came 
forth Jesus Christ to be ruler in Israel (Mic. 5:2). 
He came out of the stem of Jesse, Son of David, 
was crucified as King of the Jews, and when he re- 
turns to establish his kingdom,-he will sit in his own 
proper mediatorial throne, that of his father David 
(Luke 1:32: Rev. 3:21), in accordance with the 
promise to David that his throne shall be established 
forever (2 Sam. 7:16). 

Loynon. 














,And gained in constructive suggestion and 
criticism, as well as interest 


When Two Schools Exchanged Teachers 








By Stanley Sowton 








HERE is, in an out-of-the-way corner of my home 

city, a cozy little café where men from near-by 
offices meet to get a midday snack, To my certain 
knowledge there are some men who go there, not ex- 
actly by appointment, but at any rate with the strong 
hope that they may meet others like-minded, with whom 
they may, in the intervals of sandwiches and coffee, 
discuss the exciting happenings that are always taking 
place in the work of a graded Sunday-school. Two 
of the men are general superintendents of vigorous 
suburban: schools and rejoice to hear of the develop- 
ments in each other’s work, especially round about 
Decision Day. To these two, over their second cup 
of coffee that partigular day, there came the bright 
idea that they might arrange to exchange eight teachers 
from each school on a particular Sunday, and from 
that exchange of staff get the advantage of seeing 
themselves as others saw them, and seeing for them- 
selves how others were doing similar tasks. 

The thing was thoroughly discussed. Of course, 
no exchange could be effective unless the eight teachers 
selected on either side were willing to attend not only 
the Sunday services but also the previous week’s prep- 
aration classes. So that was agreed on, too. Then came 
the selection of the eight. In each case there were to be 
two from each of the departments, the Beginners, the 
Primary, the Junior, and the Intermediate. There 
was in most cases considerable keenness to be chosen. 
Transport and hospitality were discussed, and it was 
almost a shock to each superintendent, such was their 
ali unconscious isolation, to be asked for specific 
directions as to how the visitors were to reach his 
own beloved school. , 

Neither of these Sunday-schools and neither of 
these superintendents are out for advertisement, so 
it will suffice if, for purposes of clearness, we refer 
to the smaller school, with about four hundred pupils, 
as the Hill School, and the larger school, with over 
eight hundred pupils, as the Park School. 

The Park School has its preparation class on Mon- 
days, and quite rightly it has practically the monopoly 
of the premises for that night. The preparation class 
begins promptly at eight o’clock, and the attendance 
of teachers is anywhere from seventy to ninety. They 
assemble for a united opening with a brief devotional 
period conducted by one of the staff. Any notices 
that affect all the departments are given then. After 
that they scatter, and get down to the preparation of 
the lesson in grades. This very much impressed their 
visitors from the Hill Schsol, and the mental picture 
of that keen crowd of young teachers will long linger 
in their minds, and they are bound to be working 
toward the idea of a similar gathering in their own 
school, for this is surely possible anywhere, though 


in many places the number must be necessarily smaller. 

The following Friday the eight teachers from the 
Park School made their way to the Hill premises, 
and proceeded at once into three groups, the first for 
teachers of Beginners, the second for Primary, and 
the third a combined preparation class for both Junior 
and Intermediate teachers. The Hill School, owing 
to limitations of accommodation, is at present unable 
to separate these two higher grades, 

This reconnoitering of the other people’s premises 
and meeting the other people was a useful preparation 
for the visit proper on the following Sunday. 

It was agreed between the two superintendents that, 
of course, there would be no window-dressing on the 
Sunday selected for the teacher exchange. In each 
department the afternoon’s worship and work should 
be as usual. 

The visitors arrived in good time. Everything 
worked according to plan. A warm welcome was 
accorded the visitors to each school, Later, by cozy 
firesides in various homes, still further experiences 
were exchanged. 

But those two superintenderits were not going to 
let the matter rest there. Not a bit of it! They had 
fully made up their minds from the start that they 
were going to get something out of it for themselves, 
so they asked for a written report from each of the 
visitors, or from each pair of visitors. It was illumi- 
nating to discover what suggestions, of major and 
minor importance, were brought back from the other 
school. But even that was not all. Those superin- 
tendents were out to get, and to’ benefit by any criti- 
cism, keen perhaps but, of course entirely kind, 
about the way things were done in the other school. 
Probably the best form such a report can take is to 
ask for a statement as to (1) things we liked and 
(2) things we didn’t like so much. 

The lunch hour in that tucked-away café passed 
all too quickly when later on the two superintendents 
met and exchanged two fat envelopes, each containing 
a set of reports that had already been considered in 
the various preparation classes. There was a direct- 
ness and conciseness in those reports that was entirely 
commendable, happily there was humor, too. 

The Park School was envied for its four fine as- 
sembly halls, a priceless possession that, when once 
seen fully functioning on a~Sunday afternoon, is an 
unanswerable argument for the grading of any Sun- 
day-school. 

The Hill School was envied for some of its equip- 
ment, and especially for the pictures which lend color 
and brightness to the rooms occupied by the younger 
children. - see 

The Park teachers each contribute a penny a week 
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for flowers, which go to some sick child’ after. the 
Sunday service. Excellent use of the blackboards is 
made in the Park Junior Department. 

The Beginners and Primary Departments at the 
Hill School look at picture books befcre the session 
begins. In the Junior and Intermediate Departments 
of that school each class has a “class text” which 
every pupil is expected to know thogpughly, and every 
afternoon the Hill missionary sedfetary, or a well 
qualified deputy, has “five missionary minutes.” 

“Trifles!” says somebody? I’m not so sure. And 
anyway trifles are said to make perfection. Probably 
neither of the schools and neither of the superintend- 
ents are expecting to reach perfection, but the schools 
and the superintendents are both wanting to find out 
what the great Teacher, and the great Lover of chil- 
dren, wants them to do and be. 


Lonpon. 








Girls’ Problems of Today 
Discussed by Mother Ruth 




















Questions for answer, and other communications, 
may be addressed to other Ruth, The Sunday 
School Times, 323-327 North Thirteenth Street, Phila- 
delphia. No names or addresses or identity will be 
published in The Sunday School Times; and if ques- 
tions are too personal for an answer in these 
columns, Mother Ruth will be glad to reply indi- 
vidually if possible, if return postage is enclosed. 


Dear Mother Ruth: I am just a young Christian, but love 
the Word of God and believe it from cover to cover. I am 
anxious to know what God teaches in regard to the divorce 
question for the Christian of today. Our pastor marries 
divorced people, and says that there is no teaching against 
it for the church of today. May a Christian be divorced 
for any cause'and then marry again as long as the hus- 
band or wife lives? Please answer, for I feel that your 
answer may influence a life. I want to do God’s will and 
not my own. May God bless you and your work. Thank 
you.—MARJORIE. 


Y DEAR MARJORIE: “Jesus Christ the same 
yesterday, and to day, and for ever,” says the 
Word (Heb. 13:8). Why should anyone give you 
the thought that the Bible for today is different from 
that for any other age? ‘God does not change, and 
we have to fight the same old Devil ever since Adam 
fell in the Garden of Eden, being tempted by Satan. 
Oh, my dear, go to the Word, and have God talk to 
you, and do as he tells you and not as man advises. 
Let us look at this together with an open Bible. Get 
yours before you go any farther with this letter, and 
offer up a prayer as 1 am doing that you will hear 
God speak, and that you will do as he says. Turn to 
Matthew 5:31, 32. Now read Matthew 19: 3-9; 
Mark 10: 1-12; Luke 16:18. Now what do you think? 
You know 2 Timothy 2:15 says we are to study to 
show ourselves approved unto God, and if that be so, 
we cannot take man’s opinion against the Word. Many 
ministers will marry, and take the stand that if the law 


_ gives them the right to separate, they are holding to 


the law of a state or a country. But for the conse- 
crated Christian, who is in earnest to live the life that 
God marks out for him or her, the direction must come 
from the Word of God. 

If I personally should cast my influence on this subject, 
I certainly would stand by what the dear Lord says. 
He wants every one to be happy, and in order to be 
so we must follow in the path he marks and not take 
life in our own hands. If we are in his hands we 
shall not marry the wrong one, but if we do marry 
we shall be mated as surely as the birds are mated. 
Did you ever hear of a blackbird and a robin making 
a nest together? Did you ever see a humming bird 
and a sparrow trying to mate? No indeed, God does 
things perfectly, if we will let him, and if we take 
self out of the consideration. In his hands we shall 
not want to break laws, for that brings distress and 
will cause the rest of life to be lived under human 
direction. God will mate you as surely as he mates 
the birds of the air, and will cause you to sing and 
rejoice all your days because you trust in him, and 
believe him. 

When so much doubt is around any subject or prob- 
lem that confronts you, do not move until God’s will 
is made unmistakably clear. When you are in his will, 
all is serene and calm and joyous, so do not move un- 
til you are sure that God is speaking to you. That 
is one of the great privileges of the child of God. 
May you talk with him until the assurance of his 
wisdom is yours! 


Practical help on lesson preparation, knowing the 
pupil, securing attention, asking questions, using illus- 
trations, conducting reviews, getting the pupils to 
work, leading them to Christ, ts contained in Philip 
E. Howard’s new book, “A Little Kit of Teachers’ 
Tools’ (The Sunday School Times Co., Philadel- 
phia, 75 cents, postage 5 cents). It ts an ideal little 
book to give to the untrained teacher, and will prove 
equally valuable as supplementary reading for the 
trained teacher, 
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LESSON 11. SOLOMON DEDICATES THE TEMPLE 


International Uniform Lesson.— 1 Kings 8 


comnaubeenel 
mene 





Golden Text.—I was glad when they said unto me, Let us go unto the house of Jehovah.— Psa. 122: 1 








The Lesson as a Whole 


Foreword 
HE chief difference between man and other ani- 
mals is the power of man to worship God. 
This ig especially illustrated in the dedication of 
Soiomon’s Temple, which was to be a center of 
worship, just as the ark had been central in David's 
time (2 Som. 6). 
The Historical Setting 


After God’s vision to Solomon (1 Kings 3), we 
are given a summary of the organization of his em- 
pire (4:1-28), Then follows a reference to Solo- 
mon’s wisdom and literary work (4: 29-34). This, 
in turn, is followed by a brief account of the prepara- 
tion for the Temple and its erection (5:1 to 6:38), 
a statement of the building of his palaces, and of 
the furniture of the Temple (7: 1-51). 

A comparison should be made between the taber- 
nacle of Moses (Exod. 25 to 40) and this Temple, when 
it will be seen that each dimension of the former is 
doubled in the latter. The parallel passage will be 
found in 2 Chronicles 5:1 to 7:22. 

Beecher puts this event at 1011 B.C.; “The Com- 
panion Bible” at 910 B.C. 


Verse by Verse 


Before looking at the story itself it is important 
to inquire as to the significance of the Temple. Up 
to this time the place of the presence of God, as ex- 
pressed in the tabernacle, was movable, but from the 
time of the Temple it was to be made permanent. Both 
structures were efforts to express heavenly realities, 
and the three names.of. the tabernacle in the Hebrew 
apply equally to the Temple, — “Dwelling,” “Tent 
of Witness,” “Tent of Meeting.” Each was regarded 
as the place where God dwelt, where he met his peo- 
ple, and where his word was a witness to them, The 

emple was a permanent embodiment of the divine 
religion for the training of the people. 

1 Kings 8: 1-11.—Instead of two sanctuaries there 
was now to be one only. The ark from Zion (2 Sam. 
6: 1a-17) and the tabernacle from Gibeon (1 Kings 
3:4) were both removed (2 Chron. 5:5) and brought 
to the new Temple. This gathering was a representa- 
tive covenant act of all the ple, summoned by Solo- 
mon, and Jehovah manifested his approval and 
ratified his covenant by filling the place with his 
glory (6-11). When it is said that there was noth- 
ing in the ark except the two tables of stone (v. 9) 
it probably meant that there was no longer need o 
memorials of the wilderness life. It has been sug- 
wzested that the Philistines removed the other articles 
(1 Sam. 6), and it is significant that the reference 
in Hebrews 9:4 applies to the tabernacle, and not to 
the Temple, ‘so that there is no contradiction. Solo- 
mon is the central object all through, and the priests 
and prophets are, for the time, subordinate. 

Verses 12-21.—Solomon proceeds to give what may 
be called a dedicatory address. He referred to the 
unapproachableness of God (v. 12), emphasizing the 
divine holiness (Psa. 18:11; 97:2; 1 Tim. 6:16). 
Perhaps, too, he had in mind earlier teachings (Exod. 
19:9; 20:21; Lev. 16:2; Deut. 4:11; 5:22). But 
henceforward the Temple would be God’s permanent 
abiding place, — that is, “for ever” as contrasted with 
past movements, and also in view of the future, as- 
suming, of course, Israel’s faithfulness (Psa. 145:13). 
Thus Solomon encouraged the priests, instructed the 
people, and dedicated the building. 

Verses 22-53.—Here, in particular, care must be 
taken to concentrate attention on the main features 
rather than on details. Solomon knelt to pray (v. 54; 


2 Chron. 6:13). The fullness of this. prayer is al-. 


most unique in Scripture, and only our Lord’s Prayer 


(John 17) compares with it. As a help to study note : 


the following. outline: 

The Divine Plea (vs. 22-26). This emphasizes 
God’s character and revelation. The altar of Jeho- 
vah (v. 22) was the brazen altar in the open air, 
the king not being inside in the priest’s enclosure. 
Solomon would compare Jehovah with other gods be- 
cause of the idolatry round about Israel, and it is a 


profound truth that God shows his loving-kindness in . 


proportion to the faithfulness of those who are his 


servants (v. 23). While his mercy is abundant, for-~ 


giving our sins, he is also faithful in his dealings with 
his children, and he is to them what they are to him. 
The promise mentioned (v. 24) is the one made to 
David (2 Sam. 7: 1@-16). od’s promise (v. 25) 


was both unconditional and conditional. The uncondi- © 
tional element. was .part of the promise to Abraham. 


concerning the Messiah, but the conditional _ aspect 
referred to the way in which David’s seed would 
carry out Ged’s commands. 


Devotional Reading : Psalm 122. 
Primary Topic: Worshiping in God’s House. 
Lesson Material: 1 Kings 8 : 1-11, 62, 63, 
Memory Verse: I was glad when they said unto me, Let us 
] ‘o unto the house of Jehovah.—Psa. 122: 1. 
unior ic: A Young Man’s Lov= for God’s House. 
Lesson Material ; 1 Kings 8 : 1-12, 62, 63. 
Memory Verse : Psalm 122: 1. 
intermediate and Senior Topic: Love for God’s House. 
Lopic for Young People and Adults: The Value of God’s House 
to a Community. 











The portion of the text indicated by the International 
Lesson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
VS. I-11, 62, 63 
1 Then Sol bled the elders of ‘Israel, and all 
the heads of the tribes, the princes of the fathers’ houses of 
the children of Israel, unto king Solomon in Jerusalem, to 
bring up the ark of the covenant of Jehovah out of the 
city of David, which is Zion. 2 And all the men of Israel 
assemb themselves unto king Solor-on at the feast, in the 
month Ethanim, which is the seventh month, 3 And all 
the elders of Israel came, and the priests took up the ark. 
4 And they brought up the ark of Jehovah, and the tent of 
meeting, and all the holy vessels that were in the Tent; 
even these did the priests and the Levites bring up. § 
And king Solomon and all the congregation of Israel, that 
were assembled unto him, were with him hefore the ark, 
sacrificing sheep and oxen, that could not be counted nor 
numbered for multitude. 6 And the priests brought in the 
ark of the covenant of Jehovah unto its place, into the 
oracle of the house, to the most holy place, evem under the 
wings of the cherubim. 7 For the cherubim spread forth 
their wings over the place of the ark, and the cherubim 
covered the ark and the staves thereof above. 8 And 3 the 
staves were so long that the ends of the staves were seen 
from the holy place before the oracle; but they were not 
seen without: and there they are unto this day. 9% There 
was nothing in the ark save the two tables of stone which 
Moses put there at Horeb, 2 when Jehovah made a covenant 
with the children of Israel, when they came out of the land 
of Egypt. 10@ And it came to pass, when the priests were 
come out of the holy place, that the cloud filled the house 
of Jehovah, 11 so that the priests could not stand to 
mimister by reason of the cloud; for the glory of Jehovah 

wi 





filled the house ef Jehovah. 


62 And the king, and all Israel 
before Jehovah. 63 And Solomon offered for the sacrifice of 
peace-offerings, which he offered unte Jehovah, twe and 
twenty thousand oxen, and a hundred and twenty thousand 
sheep. Seo the king and all the c’‘idren of Israel dedicated 
the house of Jehovah. 

20r, they drew out the staves, so that, etc. %Or, 
where. 


American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








The Definite Petition (vs. 27-30). The presence 
and grace of God were then sought. Solomon refers 
to the divine dwelling on earth in connection with 
the Temple, contrasting bis presence in that limited 
sphere with his omnipresence in the universe. This 
contrast impressed Old Testament writers (Deut. 10: 
14; Psa. 115:16; Isa. 66:1). God was not regarded 
as limited by or contained in the Temple, but con- 
ceived of as infinite, and-everywhere present, although 
his revelation to Israel was real and unique. This is 
a significant anticipation of the thought of the In- 
carnation, “God manifest in the flesh.” The associa- 
tion of prayer with Temple is because it was the 
special place of the divine presence (2 Sam. 7:13). 
Long afterward we read of one who prayed “toward 
Jerusalem” (Dan. 6:10). ‘he custom emphasized 
the thought of the unique place of the divine presence. 

The Detailed Possibilities (vs. 31-53). Note the 
recurrence of “when” or “if” with “then.” Seven 
spécial requests are made by Solomon, doubtless 
guided by God in so doing: (1) In the matter of 
oaths (vs. 31, 32), (2) defeat (vs. 33, 34), (3) 
drought (vs. 35, 36), (4) calamities (vs. 37-40), (5) 
foreigners (vs. 41-43, a striking echo of the promise 
to Abraham that all nations should be blessed in him), 
(6) time of war (vs. 44, 45), (7) captivity (vs. 46- 
53). Thus the prayer includes God’s glory and his 
grace, his righteousness and his mercy. The teach- 
ing of the spirituality of Jehovah, and his independ- 
ence of earthly dwelling-places is a wonderful _antici- 
pation of our Lord’s words to the woman of Samaria 
(John 4: 21-24). 

Verses 5§4-61.—Immediately after the prayer Solo- 
wen Seseet God and bestowed his benediction on the 
people. 

Verses 62-66.—The outcome was renewed sacrifices 
of consecration on the part of the king and the peo- 
ple, and a festival of gladness extending all over the 
land for fourteen days. No wonder the people re- 
turned home glad of heart for all the divine goodness 
bestowed upon them (v. 66). 

1 Kings 9:1-9—Immediately Solomon’s prayer was 
ended fire came down from heaven. in recognition 


of Jehovah’s acceptance, and the choir burst forth 
with praise in acknowledgment of God’s presence, 
power, and mercy. Thus the Temple system was com- 
pletely inaugurated, and every opportunity given for 
spiritual worship, religious education, and national 
unity. ~ 


~ 
ADDITIONAL MATERIAL FOR ‘TEACHERS 


The House of God—The word “house” is often 
found in Scripture, and is to be considered either as 
corporate or individual. The word “church” is never 
applied to a_building, but only to a community of 
Christians. It is. important to notice that wherever 
God’s people gather, his presence is assured (Matt. 
18:20). They can approach him feeling sure of the 
revelation of his truth and the bestowal of his grace. 
The individual Christian is also thought of as part of 
God’s house or dwelling-place, “whose house are 
we” (Heb. 3:6). “Ye are a temple of God’ (1 Cor. 
3:16). This thought is at once individual and cor- 
porate (Eph. 2:21, 22). 

The Idea of Worship—What does the word mean? 
It comes from “worth,” and it means the “ascription 
of worth” to God, which is the true attitude of the 
soul, and wherever worship is real it will always im- 
ply the outgoing of the soul in dependence on God 
and — of him: “Thou art worthy” (Rev. 
4:11). 


Golden Topics 


When Solomon had made an end of’ praying, fire 
came from heaven and consumed the burnt-offering 
and the sacrifices, and God’s glory filled the house (2 
Chron. 7:1). Our sincere sacrifice of ourself is 
cleansed by God’s fire. And as God sets the sacrifice 
on fire, so Christ will set us on fire. 

The record of minute, painstaking details in the 
building of the Temple brought into God’s inspired 
Word shows his interest in detailed accuracy of work- 
manship, ‘ 

A sacrifice of animals that could not be counted or 
numbered for multitude was made (v. 5). It is a good 
sign when we do not stop to reckon the sacrifices that 
” are making for God. He does not calculate his 

or us. 

“When thou hearest, forgive’ (v. 30). Our great- 
est need for Gof is his forgiveness, his grace. 

A Lesson Outline 

1. The Purpose (1 Cor. 3: 16-23). 

2. The Preparation (vs. 1-11; Psa. 122). 

3. The Provision (vs. 12-21; Hag. 2: 4-9). 

4. The Prayer (vs, 22-53; Psa. 65: 1-4). 

5. The Praise (vs. 54-61; Psa. 150). 

6. The Pledge (vs. 62-66; 2. Chron. 7: 12-22). 

7. The Proof (1 Kings 9: 1-9; 2 Chron. 7: I-11). 
The Practical Aim 

To bring every boy and girl and man and woman 
committed to our care in the Sunday-school into a re- 
alization that if they have ‘accepted Christ they are 
temples of the Holy Spirit, and to the dedication of 


themselves as “living sacrifices” for whatever may be 
God's will for their lives. 


Final Word 


“My house shall be called a house of prayer for all 
peoples,” We may therefore think particularly of 
prayer as the expression of our worship, 

The Fact of Prayer—The radio, the telegraph, tele- 
phone, phonograph, and microphone are faint illustra- 
tions of prayer in annihilating distance and preserving 
the smallest sound. Prayer means dependence on God, 
desire for God, and delight in God 


The Place of Prayer—The Temple was important as 
the special place of meeting God, the one spot where 
his presence could be sought in his own appointed way. 
Today, in Christ, though we rightly have our places 
of assembly, we know that God’s presence can be 
sought anywhere. 


The Power of Prayer—What will prayer do for 
the soul? At least four things: It will make God’s 
presence real, his power felt, his will clear, and his 
service easy. 

The Spirit of Prayer—What does prayer need in 
order to full realization of blessing? It must be 
associated with the Holy Spirit (Eph. 6:18; Jude 
20). It must be based on the Word of God, his prom- 
ises being the warrant. It must include itercession 
for others, as Solomon prayed for the foreigner. 
And there must be occasions of prayer, both private 
and public, for whatever may be ‘said of the spirit of 
prayer as indicated by “pray without ceasing,” the 
soul must have its periods. of -prayer, like reservoirs 
for storage of water. 
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Lesson for September 12 
a Kings 8 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unusual 

one, and. accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 

ing character. They: are written by several members of 

The Sunday School Times staff,—Mr. Howden, Professor 

Ellis, Mrs. Hatton, Mrs. Askew, Mr.. Smith, and the 

Associate Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane. Have you 

tried assigning some of the questions to different mem- 

bers of your class, letting them see whether they can 
discover the answers as given in the following issue? 
HAT was David’s part in building the Temple? 
2. At what season was the Temple dedicated? 

3. What were the significant things about the dedication 
occasion? 

4. What was most significant? 

5. What happened when the ark was placed in the Temple? 

6. What showed that the ark was no more than a symbol 
of the presence of God? 

7. What word in Solomon’s dedicatory prayer shows how 
far from the heathen conception of a temple (for their 
idols) was his idea of this magnificent Temple he had 
built for the worship of Jehovah? 

8 What return word from God warned Solomon and his 
people from the worship that is in ferm only — symbols 
and rites that hold no reality for the worshiper. 

9. How may we know if God accepted the Temple because 
of its magnificence or the eloquence of Solomon? 

10. What is the lesson for us? 

11. What is the significance of this record as concerning 
our own church services? 

12, Where and how particularly will God meet us today? 

13. What is the ark ofthe covenant in the home? 

14. What is the most personally intimate sense in which 
this lesson may be applied to our everlasting blessing? 
And to God’s glory? : 

15. Why did Jesus go, customarily, to the synagogue, and 
always to the Temple to observe the stated religious feasts 
of his people? 

16. What did Jesus find in the “church” of his day? 


Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the preceding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The Dedication Worth While.—And all the elders 
of Israel came, and the priests took up the ark (v. 3). 
A dedication is always a joyous occasion, whether it 
is only a good excuse and chance to take up a collec- 
tion “to clean up the debt” or a get-together opportu- 
nity for just sheer rejoicing. I have lately returned 
from a dedication of the temple of the Lord at Ro- 
chester, N. Y. The Men’s Bible class there, taught 
by the Hon. Walter S. Hubbell, raised a big sum 
of money and built themselves their own classroom 
to seat some eight hundred to a thousand men. The 
room was full, and yours truly was “the hot air art- 
ist,” as one fellow remarked. Now what in your 
opinion is the best sort of address for such an occa- 
sion? What would you give a crowd of eight hun- 
dred or more:men on an occasion when they were all 
plumed up and stepping high with pride for having 
done a big thing? Would you give them a polished 
essay with great: dignity, a Gospel sermon with great 
fervor, or would you make a contact with a new quip 
or two that fitted and then just talk to them as though 
you were teaching a lesson—like I talk to you in 
this Corner: week after week? That is to say, figura- 
tively speaking, of course, to dance in words before 
the ark, just as David did in very truth when he 
brought it up for the house. Well, that is what was 
done in Rochester the other Sunday, and my good 
friend Hubbell who for thirty odd years had been 
teaching that bunch of men Sunday after Sunday was 
“all broken up” by the occasion. Present at that 
dedication was the mayor of the city and its promi- 
nent men. They all united in saying that the thirty- 
two years of Hubbell’s service as a Bible class teacher 
was one of Rochester’s. choicest possessions. “The 
most beloved -man in the, city,” the Mayor said. A 
man who, in-one of the country’s greatest commer- 
cial cities, every Sunday year after year, holds up 
before: his men. Jesus rist as Saviour and King. 
Say, Old Millions, what have you in your life to equal 
a. dedication like that? Wouldn’t you like to arrive 
at your “Good-by, old world,” enshrined in the hearts 
of your neighbors and fellow citizens? Well, that is 
a “dedication” worth while (1 Sam. 2: 30). 


Where God’s Glory Is.—For the glory of Jehovah 
filled the house of Jehovah (v.11). The glory of 
Jehovah always fills the house of Jehovah. He may 
not in, these days come in the same visible form of 
glory as on this dedication day, but he comes in visible 
form nevertheless.. A whole lot of the “houses. of 
the Lord” with beautiful architecture and all the in- 
side impedimenta (I use the word advisedly)} are not 
houses of the Lord in spite of the label. In these 
houses the people do not gather together in the name 
of the Lord, but in the name of the cult or in the 
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name of the minister or in the name of the set. Be- 
cause the “two or three” are not “gathered together in 
my name” the glory. of the Lord does not fill the 
house, no matter if as splendid as Europe’s loveliest 
and as showy as America’s costliest place of wor- 
ship (Matt. 18:20). Every Christian worker has 
at one time or another been in places of worship 
where we have been eye witnesses and have actually 
seen the glory of the Lord which filled “the house” 
shining right out in the faces of the people who filled 
the house. We have been in meetings where all of us 
verily felt the presence of the Heaven we saw re- 
flected from the faces of those present. If some one 
may read this who “takes no stock in religion’ or 
some one who has never. beem active or interested in 
religious gatherings, perhaps hé. may have had a 
similar experience at some great musical festival. So 
tremendous was the effect it seemed almost as if the 
composer of the music was present. Only the other 
day I heard a wonderful orchestra. The leader, a 
master violinist, dropped his baton and took up his 
Cremona and played the “Beautiful Blue Danube” 
with his great orchestra to support him. It seemed 
as though Strauss himself were there. Those who 
went to the World’s Fair in Chicago in 1893 and stood 
in the wonderful “Court of Honor” will understand 
what I am trying to show. If musician and architect 
can fill “houses” with their glory, why cannot God? 
He can and does to this very day. 


The Secret of Success.—The king, and all Israel 
with him, offered sacrifice before Jehovah (v. 62). 
“The king and all Israel.” This tells the whole story. 
It explains how and why Israel came to its greatest 
glory during the reign of Solomon. It is also the 
secret of all family prosperity. It is the secret of all 
business success. The “king” and all.the people “sac- 
rificing.” All bound up together before the Lord. 
Only this very day a friend called my attention to 
a banking family of Philadelphia. ._The father is in 
highest clerical position in banking and all his boys 
vice-presidents of one and another of Philadelphia’s 
big financial institutions. The secret of America lies 
right here. The land is filled with many families of 
this sort, when you get out into the tall timber and 
short grass regions! On the very day we study this 
lesson Old Sol, as he takes his journey from Maine 
to. the Golden Gate, will see everywhere he goes Dad 
harnessing up Old Dobbin or tuning up Aunt Betsy 
and loading up Jake, Sam, Sallie, and the children, and 
away to church and Sunday-school. And talk about 
“the king and all Israel” sacrificing before the Lord, 
—you ought to go and have a talk with Mother! 
When you next read a biography of some great one 
see if it doesn’t say, “One of eight [nine or ten] chil- 
dren.” the “king and ali Israel” sacrifice be- 
fore the Lord you never hear of family troubles. 
But alas, Solomon with all his fine start did not con- 
tinue as he began. Like so many other gifted and 
favored men, with all his wisdom he was not able 
to stand up. under prosperity. He: failed to keep his 
household before the Lord and the result was. the 
same then as it has been ever since and is now (Deut. 
28:63; Hos. 4:6). 

CoaTESVILLE, Pa. 
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This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, Ph.D., D.D. 
Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





f THE PRINCIPLE oF CONCENTRATION.—Organ- 
ize the lesson around one central and important 
truth whenever possible, 











esa is much that lies behind the great day of 
the dedication of Solomon’s Temple that might 
fittingly be brought forward and. correlated with it, 
but the significance of the dedication itself is such 
that it should not be overshadowed. Of course, some 
reference must be made to the magnificence of that 








Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for 
the year may be had from The Sunday School Times 
Company, 323-327 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, 
at 10 cents a copy, or $1 a dozen. 
1. July 3.—Saul Chosen King ..... paves arss 1 Samuel 9 to 1 
2. July 10—Samuel’s Farewell ............ ++e--t Samuel 12 
3. July 17—Samuel Anoints David ......1 Samuel 16: 3-13 
4 July 24.—David and Goliath ...............00. 1 Samuel 17 
5. July 31—David and Jonathan ......1 Samuel 18 : 1-4; 
19: 1-7; 20: 1-42; 23: 15-18; 2 Samuel 1 : 17-27 
6. August 7.—David Spares Saul .............. 1 Samuel 26 
7. August. 14.—David Brings the Ark to Jerusalem 
2 Samuel 2: 1-4; 5: 1-5; 6: 1-15; Psalm 2 
8 August 21.—God’s Promise to David ...1 Chronicles 17 
9. August 2.—Nathan Leads David to Repentance 
2 Samuel 11:1 to 12: 2g 
10. September 4.—Solomon’s Wise Choice. ..1 Kings 3 : 4-15 
11. September 11. Dedicates the Temple.1 Kings 8 
12. September 18.—The Kingdom Divided ...1 Kings 12: 1-24 
13. September 25.—Review: The Early Kings of Israel 


_ America. 
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which is being dedicated and to the spirit of obedience 
and devotion that built it, but the significant fact for 
us in this lesson is that it is all being offered to the 
Lord —- set apart for him. 

Because Soiomon was a king with all the resources 
of the kingdom at his disposal, he had the material 
basis for the magnificent spectacle that he made of 
the occasion; because he had the great wisdom that 
God had bestowed upon him, he had ghe personal en- 
dowment to make of the occasion a great spiritual 
inspiration, as he did in the solemn words he spoke 
to the people and the beautiful and inspiring prayer 
which, as their spokesman, he offered to God. His 
wealth also made it possible for him not only to pro- 
vide for the elaborate ceremonial sacrifices but also 
to feast the‘ multitudinous congregation for fourteen 
days. Yet the significance of it all is not in the mag- 
nificence of the ceremonial nor the eloquence of the 
prayer nor the marvel of the feast, but in the fact 
that God is being honored in the dedication of this 
magnificent structure to him. And when the Lord 
appeared to Solomon after the great ceremonial was 
past he made it plain that he delights most in dedi- 
cated lives, and that if men forget God their mag- 
nificent temples will be forsaken of him. . 

To us even more than to Solomon and his people 
should this lesson come home. Let us not. hope to 
win the favor of our Lord by magnificent piles of 
brick and stone carelessly dedicated to the service of 
One to whom we are unwilling to dedicate the temple 
of our lives. 


Huntinopon, Pa. 
we 


The IHlustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations for this 
department; one dollar is paid for each illustration 
accepted, and two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything without first 


.securing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining the 


conditions of this department. The full list of lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for ten cents in 
stamps. Failure to note the conditions means that good 
illustrations are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available, 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday~School Times three 
full months in advance of the date of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on that portion 
of the lesson text indicated in the lesson list after the 
word “Print.” A 


Illustrations on other verses than the Golden Text are 
specially though some on the Golden Text are also 


Weeping Over the Sacrifice.—And the king, and 
all Israel with him, offered sacrifice before. Jehovah 
(v. 62). Mrs, Spurgeon once told how, in the begin- 
ning of their married life, Mr. Spurgeon was often 
absent from home preaching, and she felt these separa- 
tions, though anxious never to be a hindrance to him 
in his work for God. One day her husband said: 
“Wife, do you think that when any of the children 
of Israel brought a lamb to the Lord’s altar as an 
offering to him, they stood and wept over it?” “Why, 
no, certainly not; the Lord would not be pleased with 
a sacrifice grudgingly given.” “Well, you are giving 
me to God by letting me go to preach the Gospel to 
poor sinners; and do you think God will be pleased 
to have you cry over your gift?” She: learned her 
Ten the Record. Sent by M. Watt, Toronto, 

an, 


Is America a Christian Country?—I was glad 
when they said unto me, Let us go unto the house of 
Jehovah (Golden Text). Wu Ting Fang, Chinese 
ambassador to the United States, always praised Con- 
fucianism as being far above Christianity. He spent 
his last Sunday in New York City before leaving 
The Rev. Huio Kin,- a Chinese pastor, 
phoned Mr. Wu and asked him: to attend church serv- 
ice. Mr, Wu replied: ‘“Wnen I was a boy in China 
I was. acquainted with some Christian people and 
thought highly of Christianity; When I was ap- 
pointed to America, I decided that I wanted to throw 
in my lot with Christian people there, and made up 
my mind that I would accept the first invitation, that 
was given me to attend a Christian service.” Then 
after a moment’s pause, he added: “This is the first 
invitation I have had!”’—From the Christian Herald. 
Sent by Emma C. Fisk, Boonville, N.Y. Prize illus- 
tration. 


Started Right.—/ was glad when they said unto me, 
Let us go unto the house of Jehovah (Golden Text). 
On the end of the cement walk that leads to my church 
in Corwin, Kan., one will notice, if. rightly directed, , 
the imprint of two baby feet with the toes pointed 
toward the church, It is said that some fourten years 
ago, when the walk was being laid, a mother set her 
barefoot baby boy on the smooth surface of the walk. 
Now the tracks may be seen as plainly as if made but 
yesterday. She started her boy right, Now that she 
is dead and gone, the boy’s heart has taken a set 
just like the cement walk. Mother, see that your boy 
is at least headed in the right direction!—From. the 
Rev. Samuel I, Ward, in-Record of Christian Work, 
Sent by Paul Kendall, Atianta, Ga., and Miss H. J. 
McCay, Ballston Spa, N. Y. 
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The Indian’s Preparation for Church. 
I was glud when they said unto me, Let 
us go unto the house of Jehovah (Golden 
Text). An Indian in his preparation for 
the Sabbath ‘Day services said he made 
his body very clean from head to foot, 
and then, instead of laughing and chat- 
ting idly with his friends,—to use his 
own words,—‘“I sit down and think 
Jesus until it is time to go.” How many 
of us “think Jesus” just before church 
time ?—From 
Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Ewell, Surrcy, 
Eng., and J. A. Clark, Elland, Yorks, 
Eng. 


Why Not to Go.—I was glad when 
they said unto me, Let us go unto the 
house of Jehovah (Golden Text). 


“Dinna Gano” 
(“This is spoke sarcastic’’) 

Dinna gang to kirk 

When it rains — 
Ye micht catch 

Rheumatic pains. 
Bide t’hame 

When its cauld, 
Lest ye dee 

When ye’re auld, 
The kirk’s nae place 

When it’s hot; 
The folks micht think 

Ye cared a lot. 
When it’s fine 

Leave the Lord; 
Gang ariding 

In yer Ford. 
Ye’re no to blame 

It’s in ither hands; 
Be sure the Lord 

Understands. 


—From the Sunday at Home. 
M. Taylor, Winnipeg, Can. 


Sent by 


Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“I Love Thy Kingdom, Lord.” 

“Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken.” 
“Christ is Made the Sure Foundation.” 
“Lord, Speak to Me, That I May Speak.” 
“The Church’s One Foundation.” 

“Holy, Holy, Holy.” 

(Titles listed below, and numbers in par- 
entheses, refer to the headings and numbers 
of songs in the metrical psalm book set to 
music, including also some other parts of 
Scripture, “Bible Songs No. 4,” published by 
the United Presbyterian Board of Publica- 
tion, Pittsburgh.) 

“My Heart Was Glad’ (57 : 1-4). 

Psalm’ 122 : 1-9. 
“Repeat the Message” (109 : 1-3). 

Psalm 48 : 9-4. 
“In His Holy Temple” (313). Habakkuk 2 : 20. 
"A People Waits” (135: 1-3). Psalm 65 : 1-4. 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we thank thee for the wonderful privileges 
we have in thy house. Here we meet with 
thee in worship and in praise. Here we 
lay our burdens down, and together we open 
our hearts to the peace, the joy, the admuni- 
tion, and the encouragement that come from 
thy presence. Teach us, we pray thee, how 
to appreciate more fully what the church 
can mean to us. May we be aroused to a 
greater devotion to thy service, and a new 
joy in the hours we are privileged to spend 
in thy house. In the name of our Lord Jesus. 
Amen, 


After the Lesson.—Will you please re- 
peat the Golden Text? Right! “Thank 
you! And were you glad today when 
ou came into the house of the Lord? 

omehow I seem to remember hearing a 
youngster say once upon a time, “Aw, 
do I have to go to church today?” Per- 
haps you have heard something like that, 

ourself. I like much better what the 

salmist said, “I was glad when they 
said unto me, Let us go unto the house 
of Jehovah.” There is every reason why 
all of us should be glad that we can go 
to the house of the Lord. One old lady 
down in the Jersey pines had a chance to 
go to church one day where services had 
been given up for years. Afterward she 
said, “I’m so glad to see a minister once 
more. I hain’t seen a minister sence I 
was a little girl.” Suppose you had to 
live like that! Well, let’s be as glad as 
Solomon was, about the house of God, 
and appreciate our blessings. It isn’t, “Do 


I have to go?” but “I’m thankful I can' 


go!” Let us pray. | 
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Say, Fellows— 


Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 
How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: Church, 

Discussion: Let the fellows state frankly 
why the church service is not interesting 
to them, if such be the’case. Lead them 
to see that the real fault is in themselves, 


Objective: Every fellow must move his 
own “ark of the covenant” in. 


AY,~ fellows, do you like to go to 
church? Honestly now, down in your 
hearts, what do you think of church? I 
would not be much surprised nor shocked 
if you frankly answered that going to 
church is not the most enjoyable thing 
you have to do; or that you would far 
rather go to a movie than go to church. 
It is quite likely that if an epidemic 
should break out in your community, mak- 
ing it necessary to close all the churches 
for an indefinite period, you would say 
with a sigh of relief, “It is an ill wind 
that blows nobody any good,” for you 
would have a good excuse for not at- 
tending church services. Am I too hard 
on you, fellows? Well, let me tell you, 
there. are a lot of older folk who would 
sigh that sigh and think that thought, 
whether they allowed themselves to say it 
or not. As a matter of fact, church 
services are dull affairs to many of those 
who attend, though they regularly go to 
church simply from a sense of duty. 
Now, fellows, this is not God’s fault. 
And the fault does not lie in his plan 
for his worship in public by his people. 
Neither is it because the church service 
is not designed to be of interest and 
blessing to young people. Yet I do not 
see many of you fellows at church. 
“Not forsaking the assembling of our- 
selves together” (Heb. 10:25). Jesus 
went to church. He began when he was 
twelve years old, as a responsible church 
member (Luke 2:49), and it was his 
lifelong practice (Luke 4:16). If it was 





right and necessary that Jesus should at- 
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tend divine worship, surely you and I 
cannot afford to “cut” church, fellows. 

Then what is the matter? Something 
is “rotten in Denmark,” and it is not the 
fault of God, neither is it the fault of 
the church; so the fault, or the bad 
judgment, must be with us, if we find 
church irksome. You may put this down 
as a basic fact to reason from, fellows: 
if a thing is right and necessary —if a 
thing is God-designed for us to do— it 
is also a thing of interest and a thing of 
joy. I think this record of Solomon’s 
dedication of the great Temple which he 
built is one way in which God is teaching 
you and me how to get the joy that is 
coming to us in the church service. Have 
you noted what Solomon did when that 
magnificent building was completed? It 
was a wonderfully imposing and a won- 
derfully beautiful structure. Nothing so 
grand or magnificent had evi. been built 
before. In all its appointments, in_ its 
richness and shining splendor, there was 
nothing like it in all the world. But Solo- 
man knew there was something yet lack- 
ing. The presence of God must be there, 
or all his splendid work in building would 
amount to nothing. So he had the ark 
of the covenant brought and placed in 
the holy of holies. This was the symbol 
of the divine presence, and God honored 
the act, “for the glory of the Lord... 
filled the house’—so much so that the 
priests themselves were blinded and had 
to come out of the holy place for a time. 

So here is the secret of the interest, 
the power, and the joy of “church,” 
fellows: God is there! “Where two or 
three are gathered together in my name, 
there am I in the midst of. them” (Matt. 
18:20). Why did hundreds of thousands 
of people throng and tread on each others’ 
toes and bare their heads and shout until 
they were hoarse at Le Bourget, on the 
Champs Elysee, in Washington, in New 
York, and in St. Louis? Because of one 
person —a young fellow twenty-five years 
old, who flew from New York to Paris. 
They were awed and thrilled by the 
thought that here was a person who had 
accomplished one great achievement. 
One smile of recognition from Lind- 
bergh was worth a king’s ransom! 

How inconsistent we are, fellows! 
God “is in his holy temple; let all the 
earth keep silence before him” (Hab. 
2:20). Here is One who created the vast 
expanse of the ocean over which the 
flight was made—as also the continents 
on both sides, with all things living on 
land and in the sea. Here is the great 














“Know ye not 


that your body 
ya emple of 
the Holy 5pirit? 
...Glorify God 
therefore in 
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Achiever, whose smile of favor is better 
than a king’s ransom, for it gives eternal 
life. Here is One who can Single you and 
me out in a crowd, no matter how vast 
the throng, and call us by our names, as 
an-intimate friend and lover. Ah, if we 
but realized who this is who invites us 
to his house of worship, we wouid go, too. 

Then let’s remember that it is the 
presence of God at the rendezvous he has 
appointed that makes church so tremen- 
dously vital and important. It matters 
not whether the structure is fine, or the 
music grand, or the preacher entertaining 
or eloquent—or even if your best girl 
is there; the fact that matters is that 
God is there in a special engagement and 
wants you there to meet him. The ark 
of the covenant for you is his promise to 
meet you and bless you. When you go to 
church asking and expecting the fulfill- 
ment of. that promise, you are moving the 
ark in, arid the glory of the Lord will fill 
the house. j 

Let’s not fail to go to church, fellows; 
it’s God’s plan. 

GreEENSsBORO, N. C. 


Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
1. “I was glad when they said unto me, 
Let us go into the house of the Lord.” 


2. How can you make that true for 
your girls? 











[5 IT true for you, teacher of girls — 
that exultant exclamation of -- old? 
Would you like it to be true for those 
young girls of yours just beginning to 
walk in the Christian way? If it is true 
for you, you will know how to make it 
so for them; if not, let us find out why, 
and so, by the law of contrasts, we can 
help our girls to a real love for the 
house of worship. A 

Is that the keynote to the situation? 
We can love to go to a church that is 
an architectural poem for the sheer satis- 
faction of our itinate love of the beauti- 
ful— for a time. Its perfect beauty will 
delight again and.again, until that time 
comes when the hungry heart seeks more 
than artistic beauty, and then “going to 
church” (based on such a subconscious 
reason) becomes a hollow custom. Can 
aera such a time in your young 
ife? ; 
We can love to go to church for the 
intellectual artistry of the service held 
there, the fineness of the music, the 
fitness of every detail to the theme as a 
whole, the convincing appeal of the ser- 
mon, until that time comes when intel- 
lectual logic fails us as utterly as artis- 
tic beauty does, and the suffering soul 
cries out for something reaching deeper 
into the spirit’s depths than either of 
these, or a perfect combination of them, 
can ever do. 

We can love to go to church for the 
social contacts we find there — friend with 
friend, leader with followers, teacher 
with disciples of learning, worker with 
worker in the congenial common task, 
until that day surely comes when bitter 
disappointment in the failure of some 
beloved human relationship confronts us, 
and “church” then seems a place as un- 
certain as “the world,” or, even a refuge 
of hypocrites, according to the severity 
of our disappointment. 

We can love to go to church for dear 
memory’s sake, to hold a restful old cus- 
tom in our lives, to keep the ease of an 
old habit, to meet social approval where 
we covet it, even to gain this step on 
the “social ladder,” or just to be like 
other people with whom we are asso- 
ciated —but not one of these reasons 
will make tts always “glad” to “go into 
the house of the Lord.” 

2. What then is the answer to question 
2 for you and your girls? There is just 
one answer,—one reason for going to 
church that never fails to bring gladness 
to the heart of the goer. Every one of 
the reasons given above — except the last 





two — may have a rightful place in the 





























Lesson for September 11 
1 Kings 8 


result of going to church, but not one of 
them is a right motive for going, and 
so they all fail to produce joy — lasting, 
unfailing joy —in the result. The only 
right motive for going to church is to 
worship God, to seek, in his own place 
and in his own appointed way, that con- 
tact with him that is the only unfailing 
source of satisfaction and joy to him 
and to us. If you can help your girls 
to hunger after him, to long for this 


* contact of their spirits with his, and 


then to go to church to find him, the note 
of gladness will sing in their hearts after 
every such touch with him. Nor will 
they fail to find that touch in every sin- 
cere service of worship conducted in 
obedience to his revealed will, in what- 
ever kind of house, with whatever kind 
of people, in whatever kind of “service.” 
Home Study 
Search your own heart for your mo- 
tives in going or not going to church, 
Then write down a list of the results of 
your habit in this respect. 
Decatur, GA. 


You will find Dr. Pace’s book, “Chris- 
tian Cartoons,” invaluable by way of 
illustration. It may be had from The 
Sunday School Times Company, at 75 
cents, postage 5 cents). 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jette Telling Bible Stories” 





Solomon PEDPICATES THE 
7E PT PLE 
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‘For Primary Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


EAD from the fifth chapter of 1 

Kings through the eighth chapter. 
As a review, talk with the class about 
David’s desire to build God a house, be- 
cause the ark, which was God's dwelling 
place, was under a tent. Tell how David 
prepared for building the house of God 
by carrying on wars until al of Israel’s 
enemies were conquered, and they were 
at peace on. all sides. In these wars he 
had captured a great deal of gold, silver, 
brass, and iron. ~ All these materials 
would be needed in the building. 

After Solomon came to the throne, he 
began at once to prepare for this great 
work. He had thirty thousand men or- 
ganized into groups for one part of the 
work, and seventy thousand for carrying 
the materials, and eighty thdusand to go 
into the mountains to cut down cedar and 
fir trees for use in building. We believe 
that they did not have so much machinery 
as we have now, so he needed great com- 
panies of people to do the work. 

Every stone was measured and cut, all 
of the brass pillars, vesscls, and orna- 
ments were molded, and all the wood- 
work was carved before they were 
brought to Mount Moriah, where the 
Temple was to be built. Every piece 
fitted exactly, and there were no harsh 
noises of hammer and saw. heard while 
God’s house was being built. 

After seven and a half years the house 
was finished, and we do not wonder that 
the people loved the beautiful Temple. 
It was built of costly stones, perhaps 
glistening white marble, with two. huge 
pillars of bright brass supporting the 
front porch. On the inside it was ceiled 
with cedar, and angels, palm trees, and 
open. flowers were carved upon the walls 
and the large folding doors. All of these 
beautiful figures were covered over with 
gold. The floors also were covered with 
gold, think of it! In God’s special room, 
the one prepared for the ark, there were 
two very large angels with spreading 
wings covered with gold. Then there 
were candlesticks and other beautiful 
vessels of pure gold, also many made of 
brass. So we are sure that it was a 
wonderfully beautiful house, and that it 
was a happy day when Solomon called 
the people together to offer it to God. 
It was in the month of October, on one 
of their most joyful feast days. The 
priests took the ark from the tent, and 
placed it under the wings of the angels, 
and as soon as they left the room God 
came down in his cloud chariot, and his 
glory filled the house, so that no one 
could stay in it. This is how God showed 
that he accepted the beautiful home his 
peop'e had built for him, and that he 
was pleased with it. 

Solomon preached a short sermon in 
which he told the people of God’s faith- 
fulness in keeping his promise to David. 
Then, in a wonderful prayer, he offered 
God the Temple for a dwelling place, 
although he said that he knew that the 
heaven of heavens could not contain God, 
because God is everywhere. Still he 
asked for God’s presence and blessing on 
the house. Solomon prayed earnestly for 
every possible need of his people. After 
this prayer, Solomon and all of the peo- 
ple offered many sacrifices to God. 

The feast lasted a week. At the close 
of the week the people were still not 
ready to leave, so they stayed another 
week, and worshiped God. Then the 
people went home, glad and thankful in 
heart for God’s wonderful goodness and 
love. As they went to their homes we 
are sure that each one said from the 
heart, “I was glad when they said unto 
me, Let us go unto the house of Je- 
hovah.” 

Sing “We're Marching to Zion.” 

Curnton, S. C. 

+ J 


Last Week’s Questions Answered 
(On the lesson of September 4) 


1. Gibeon was that ancient stronghold of 
the Gibeonites who fooled Joshua into a 
treaty of peace with them. Its early inhabi- 
tants: had been condemned to be hewers: of 
wood and drawers: of water to their over- 
rulers, the Jews, while they were to con- 
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tinue as a thorn in the side to their mas-J] this poor ? 
ters. The hill of Gibeon was some six maaa! aie 
from Jerusalem. 


Because he gives us 
— and strength and puts in our 
ands certain i i 
af The tabernacle and the altars of sacri-| get > adie "and thinking as thoudh 
ce ‘and incense remained in Gibeon after they were reall 8 
David took the ark of the covenant up to had tl y Our property and we 
Jerusalem — until Solomon completed the nad the right to dispose of them as we 
Temple there. So Gibeon was still the “great choose, It has been rightly said that, 
high place” of public worship. for the Christian, it is not so much a 
Selon” aidané “poate,” kad, at chic] OO of how much of his money should 
time of his initial act of kingly worship, he he BIve | to God, buf .ather how much 
brought a thousand burnt offerings and of God’s money dare he spend upon 
“offered peace offerings,” as weil, apparently | himself. 
in remembrance of the character that his God's promises of national and ma- 
reign was to bear. terial biessing to Israel as given in our 
4. Solomon was, supposedly, about twenty | 5Cripture lesson were but faint fore- 
years old when he was formally proclaimed gleams of the spiritual blessings with 
king in his father’s place, and this sacri- | which he has enriched every one who be- 
fice at Gibeon was among the very first of| lieves in the Lord Jesus Christ. As his 
his public acts, as king. children and stewards, we therefore owe 
5. John 14:13, 14; 15:7; Matthew 7:7-11.| it to our heavenly Father to dispense 
6. Humility, right sense of valucs, depen-| Such means as he has placed at our dis- 
dence upon God, gratitude for and remem-| posal in a way that will honor him and 
brance of his father and his father’s God| that will further his purposes here on 
and his mercies, a sense of responsibility in| this earth. He does not expect this of 
his position as king. us as a king or as a ruler who levies 
7. Because when he might have made a|taxes upon his subjects, but he longs 
request purely selfish, he was mindful of his|ihat we may learn the true spirit of 
responsibility to his people, and was hum- giving in order that we may have the 
ble enough te ask divine help. blessing that comes from cheerful giv- 


8 Abraham, Moses, Joshua, three Hebrew] ing a in ; H 
children, Daniel, the Lord Jesus. oy “wae ore ee 


9. Personal. ‘3 


10. The making of a wise choice does not If an earthly fri i 
insure a wise life, unless there is a continual] g sym of Fl ee a oe 
wise choosing to the end (2 Pet. 1:10). © | and to dispense for the needs of others 

11. Wisdom is the ability to correspond | we would be very careful to keep an ex- 
truly with God and with life. act account so that we might show at 

12, The record ef Solomon’s breakdown be-| any time what had been done with the 
gins: with the “But” of the first verse, elev- money. Are we as careful about keeping 
enth chapter of 1 Kings. ; _ | an account with our heavenly Father? 

13. Solomon had already married the prin-| It will be a healthy exercise for any 
cess of Egypt—a marriage forbidden of God| Christian to do this, in a simple way 

no? 


for any of his people, and one which led . : : . 
to many other such on Solomon’s part, and and it will be an enlightening ee ah 


which, in time,. began the very evils that as well, for we are jae constituted that 

wrecked his kingdom, years after his reign. ge M8 the yo that iy are 

-* ; : generous than we really are. 

Pig gy ore “ee eae mer careful accounting will frequently make 

us ashamed of the littleness of our giv- 

itig to God’s work, and this is one of 
the helpful . principles of , tithing. : 

Tithing helps us also to be systematic 
and regular in our giving, and it gives 
us a fund upon which to draw for sud- 
den needs in the Lord’s work to which we 
might not ordinarily be enabled to con- 
tribute. 

To be sure, the Christian is not held 
to the proportion of one-tenth for God, 
September 18 What’s Wrong and What’s | 2S Was the Israelite. In this age of grace 

Right With the Movies?’ 2 Pet. 2:1-3;| 0d wants us to give cheerfully or “hi- 

Phil. 4:8. lariously” and not merely because of a 
September 25. What Would Happen if All| sense of duty. But if we really love 

Church-Members Were Really Christians? | our Saviour, one-tenth will often not be 

1 Cor. 13. 1-13. enough, as he speaks to us about this 

ears or that need, and lays upon our heart 


Sunday, September 11 the amount we should give. 


b- 

How —— I Spore + gs . a of} But what good causes should we sup- 
y + te on 2 9) Wd; port? It is so easy to try to decide this 
or. 5: 1-9, difficult question for ourselves, but it is 
so much easier and better to let our 
Lord settle it for us. He wants us to 
-, vg 2 eneene and to consider the 
9). . : . plain facts of any need that is presented 
baa is God’s portion? (a Cor. 9: || to us. We can often determine for our- 
Sia taomint ctashiiiahia tallies. 20 sah: selves whether or not a cause is a worthy 
Fri-Help famine sufferers (Acts te | ee eee a oe he ease te 

27-30). . ° . us 
Set-A promise (Prov. 3 39, 20). which it is to be put. But often a 
sone of ——- equally — and 
worthy appeals will come. et us get 
What proportion of my income should be/ the habit of laying before God all these 


God’s part? details and i i i 
asking him to show us his 
vee good causes should I support, and = in these matters. How can we be 
aithful stewards unless we obey him, 
What is the value of tithing? and how can we obey him unless we 
HE Baptist Standard tells of a|k®°w his will? If we go to him sin- 
United States senator who once a seeking his guidance, he will show 
rented a plot of several acres to one of | beast? alto what we should do’ and he 
is colored neig rs, e land was to ° ; “44 ~ 
be planted in corn, and the senator, then he often surprise us by making plain 
pedal ban Be a ghey op + vhs. a ae wel fe = igh gol 
corn was y harvested, but the s A x 
senator did not receive his fourth, Meet | fore, Let us not miss his greater and 
e ; ‘ws A a 
a pegs Sam RR crated giving, but let us: ask him to show 
your corn?” . : us how to give his substance in his way 
“Yes, sah, boss, long ago.” and in his time and for his purpose. 
“Well, wasn’t I to get'a fourth?” 4 
“Yee, sah, boss, dat’s de truf, but dar | How much of God’s: money am I wasting 
wasn’t no fo’th. Dar wuz jes three|or spending selfishly? 
loads and dey wuz mine,” Am I seeking God’s will in my benevo- 
Me lences? 


Are we not all in danger of treat-| Do 7 sive gladly and cheerfully? 
ing God in the same fashion as did| PHrmapecpura. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 








Mon.—Remember the poor (Gal. 2: 10). 
Tues.—Support the church (Exod. 25: 1- 
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Children at Home 





The Berries 
By Frederick Hall 


LWAYS, strange as it may seem, the 
big Berrys looked little and the little 
berr.es looked big. 

There was little Jim Berry, who built 
and owned the log cabin in Cow Bell 
Hollow, arid Sally Berry -his wife, whose 
head came just above his shoulder, and 
Jimmie Berry their small son: they were 
the big Berrys who looked little. Then 
at the far end of the hollow were the 
other berries, millions of them, sweet, 
luscious, as large as shucked walnuts, 
hanging in thick clusters from the tall, 
scratchy blackberry vines: they were the 
little berries that looked big. Each sea- 
son the Berrys ate the berries (that is, 
you understand, the people ate the fruit), 
but they could never eat all of it, even the 
birds could not do that, and so year after 
year most of it fell to the ground and just 
rotted until, five miles away at Gentry, 
just off the big pike, Mr. Price set up his 
cannery,, He paid fifteen cents for every 
pail of freshly picked berries that the 
Berrys brought in, and Jim and Sally 
were very happy, for, though in their 
cabin there was always food, money had 
always been scarce, and now to get it— 
every day if they liked — fifteen cents for 
every pail brought in!—they could 
hardly believe it. . 

Jimmie was happy, too,— in a way. He 
liked the candy that his father or mother 
occasionally brought home. He liked 
his new blue shirt and the new shoes he 
wore to the church on _Sundays—on 
weekdays he always went barefoot. ~ He 
liked the red tablecloth on the old table, 
and the new, shiny clock ticking above the 
old fireplace and just beneath the rifle his 
father had carried in France. But, when 
the sun was hot, and the vines especially 
scratchy, and gnats buzzed around one’s 
head, then — 

Well, I will tell you what happened one 
morning. ‘ 

Jimmie and his dog, Spot, had just de- 
cided to go rabbit hunting, when Jimmie’s 
mother saw him and cailed to him. 

“Oh, Jimmie!” 

“Yas'm,” he answered, not very pleas- 
antly, for he had an idea of what she 
might want. ; , 

“[ reckon you better pick a pail of ber- 
ries.” 

“Vas’m,” é 

But this time his tone was surly, his 
round, freckled face was dark, and the 
world seemed to him a very dreary place, 
where one niust leave play to pick berries! 

He minded, oh, yes, he minded. He 
had been trained that way, but as he 
pick up one of the six tin pails that 
stood in a row upon the bench, he turned 
and — I am ashamed to say — kicked Spot, 
who was much surprised by it, for what 
had he done? Spot, too, would much 
rather have gone to hunt rabbits. — 

Jimmie trudged on slowly, swinging the 
empty pail, and Spot trudged at his heels, 
faithful but watchful —he did not mean 
to be kicked again. Once in the berry 
patch, Jimmie picked one berry, ate it, and 
decided that it was not very good. The 
next one he spit out. Then slowly he picked 
a handful and scornfully flung them into 
the pail so hard that they broke and their 
red juice stained the pail’s shiny sides. 
The vines were scratchy as he had 
known they would be; the gnats buzzed 
around his head; the perspiration shone 
on his freckled face and made his 
clothes sticky. Why did he have to —? 

And then all at once (for even while 
he had been thinking how much he dis- 
liked it he had still been picking) all 
at once he noticed that the pail was half 
full and he had a sudden thought, a really 
surprising, remarkable thought. 

It wasn’t any fun picking just this pail 
full. It was just what his mother had 
told him to pick; she had doubtless seen 
the way that he set off; when he came 
back he would have just what she had 
looked for. But suppose he picked tivo 
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pails! Mother then would be surprised — 
quite ‘surprised? he felt “suré, and happy. 
And he? Well, to surprise one’s ‘mother 
is about as pleasant a thing as any 
boy can do. 

His fingers flew faster while he thought 
about it. The ‘sun was just as hot, the 
thorns just as sharp, the gnats just as 
persistent, but he forgot all about them, 
and, when the berries had topped the 
pail’s edge, he set it on the ledge of 
the cool spring house, and, like a hunter 
stalking a watchful deer, he sneaked up 
to the house, snatched a second pail, and 
soon the berries had overflowed it, too. 

“Two of them!” his mother exclaimed 
when she saw him coming with a pail in 
either hand, 

“Yas’m,” he answered. “I thought I 
might as well.” 





She took them from his hands, and, 
when she came back, she handed him 
a piece of ginger bread—a very large 
piece just warm from the oven. But 
ginger bread was not what made him 
glad, though he may have thought it 
was. He had found out, I think, a very 
great secret: that what we do cannot 
make us happy or unhappy, it is just 
ihe wey we do it, and that depends on us 
alone. I have known boys and girls 
who made the dreariest business out of 
even their play. (“I don’t want to play 
that game.” “I don’t want to play with 
her.’) Again I have known Hors and 
girls who could take work, much harder 
work than picking berries, and could make 
play of it. 

You try it some time. 

DunpeE, It. 
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Teacher-Training Questions 
Discussed by Charles A. Oliver 


Teacher-Training Superintendent of the 


~~ Pennsylvania State Sabbath School 


ociation 


During our County Sunday School Con- 
vention, the statement was made that the 
shorter elementary teacher-training courses 
are no longer recognized, and that, from 
now on, only the more difficult Standard 
Course must be used. Our school has been 
using one of the one-year courses, and has 
found it satisfactory, Must we change to 
the new course? 


iy ¥~: International Council of Relig- 
ious Education, the state associations, 
and the denominational Sunday-school 
boards, with one exception, continue- to 
recognize the elementary courses, In 
some states, the large majority of classes 
begin with one of these elementary 
courses. It would be well*to look over 
the textbooks of the Standard Course 
to see whether they would meet your 
need better than the shorter course. Many 
of the textbooks in the Standard Course 
adopt the views of Modernists. Some 
are thoroughly sound. 





We have been urged to drop the study of 
the elementary teacher-training textbook and 
take up the new long course. We have taken 
three examinations and like the elementary 
textbook, but we are told that the new is 
better than the old. We have some doubts 
about that. If we should make the change, 
would the work we have done in the shorter 
course count toward the diploma offered for 
the Standard Course? 


O. THE elementary course you have 

been studying is not a part of the 
Standard Course and cannot be recog- 
nized in the work for the Standard Di- 
ploma. The work you have done will 
not be credited. You will have the sat- 
isfaction, however, in the help that has 
come to your students from the studies 
pursued. You might continue the study 
of the old course, take the two remaining 
examinations, receive the diploma or cer- 
tificate that is offered.for the efementary 
course, and then take up the work of 
the Standard Course. The work you 
are now doing should lay.a good foun- 
dation for the advanced studies. 





We have in our school a lovely girl who is 
really too young to take the teacher-training 
course. There are parts of it that she would 
not understand and at the end of the course, 
which will take about a year and a half, she 
will not be old enough to make use of her 
knowledge in teaching. We are using one of 
the so-called one-year or elementary courses. 
Should I refuse to permit this girl to take 
the work of the class? She is anxious to be 
in the class. 


F THE members of the class will not 

object, permit her to attend the class 
sessions, Give her the opportunity to 
get all the help she can take, She may 
find a great deal that she can under- 
stand, perhaps more than you think. 
The associations, too, will be help- 
ful. She might share in all the privileges 
of class membership except that of tak- 
ing examinations. When old enough she 





could review the lessons with another 
class, take the examinations, and perhaps 
become a teacher in the school. 





What can we do to interest our pastor in 
the forming of a teacher-training class? 
He does not seem to feel the necessity of 
such a class. 


ontihagi your pastor with the printed 
matter on teacher-training. You may 
get it from the state Sunday-school as- 
sociation or your denominational Sunday- 
school board. Ask the pastor to preach 
on “Service for Christ,” with emphasis 
on the opportunities and responsibilities 
of Sunday-school teachers, Tell your 
pastor about your plans. Let him see 


|that you are in earnest and have defi- 


nite plans. Secure enough pupils to form 
a class and be ready to suggest the right 
teacher. Talk over the entire matter 
with your pastor and ask him to be present 
and have a large place in starting the 
class. If he finds that your plans are 
feasible and that you are in earnest, he 
will probably give you enthusiastic sup- 
port. 

Our class will finish the teacher-training 
course soon. We would like to have a 
graduation service. When would be a desir- 
able time and what sort of a program should 
we have? 

Y ALL means have an impressive 

service with the conferring of the 
diplomas. This will be a fitting recogni- 
tion of the good work done, and will 
help to impress the church and commun- 
ity with the fact that your school stands 
for thorough work in teaching God’s 
Word. 

The graduation may be held in connec- 
tion with one of the preaching. services 
of the church, or it may be held in con- 
nection with the exercises of the Sunday- 
school, or on some evening during the 
week. 

See that your pastor and the super- 
intendent of the Sunday-school both have 
a place on the program. One of these 
leaders might give the address to the 
class with conferring of the diplomas, 
The other might tell the congregation 
of the work the class has done in the 
years of study. Several members of 
the class might contribute short essays. 
A class hymn might be sung and a class 
text recited. Plan the program with 
much care, and enter into the service with 
prayer and an earnest desire to honor 
the Lord Jesus. 


4 
Children’s Division Questions 
Discussed by Mrs. E. W. Sudlow 
Did the first Cradle Roll Department, or- 


ganized fifty years ago, continue to function, 
under the direction of its superintendent? 
If so, for how long a time? 
Tae Cradle Roll Department of the 
Central Baptist Church of Elizabeth, 
N. J., is one of the outstanding organiza- 
tions of that church. To Mrs. Alonzo 
Pettit is given the honor of being the 
Originator of our present Cradle Roll 
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Department. 
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She was teacher of the 
“Infant Class” of this school many years 
ago, and continued to hold the office un- 
til she was called to a higher position in 
1912. Then her sister, Mrs. J. M. Dud- 
ley, who had been associated with her 
since “1883, took up her work. Mrs. 
Dudley, nee Miss Juliet E. Dimock, was 
given charge of the Cradle Roll’ when 
she came into the department, and is to- 
day the active superintendent of this work, 
having served for forty-four years. 





How long should a superintendent serve a 
Cradle Roll Department? Is it best to elect 
a new superintendent each year, or allow 
the old one to hold over? 


te length of time a superintendent 
should hold office depends upon the 
quality of service rendered, at least, such 
should be the case. We have the names 
of many superintendents who have served 
their church faithfully and. most effi- 
ciently for more than a quarter of a 
century. Others have held the. office for 
twenty-five years or more, but it has be- 
come a point of sentiment to retain them, 
They do nothing to promote the work 
along the present program, — simply en- 
roll the name of every new baby and 
remember the birthdays. Yet they re- 
fuse voluntarily to relinquish their office, 
and, for fear of giving offense, many 
school boards allow these inefficient 
workers to remain, even though the school 
must thereby suffer. It is better in such 
cases to have the department controlled 
by a committee, with the. old supefin- 
tendent as the nominal head to sign cer- 
tificates and continue the little duties that 
were sufficient when the department was 
in its sentimental stage, and all that was 
required was to enroll baby as a mem- 
ber and see that he received a birthday 
card. The various lines of activity that 
are a part of today’s program may then 
be carried out by sub-committees. 

A superintendent should be elected each 
year at the time of the annual school 
election, but whether a new superintendent 
is necessary each time is a matter for 
the local school to decide. Why change 
if you have a good one? 


Home Department Questions 


Discussed by Mrs. A.W. Karnell 


Former Chairman of the Home Department 
Committee of the International Sunday School 
Association 


Who selects or appoints the Visitors? I am 
a Visitor, and our council is never consulted 
when a new worker is needed. Some of us 
think we should be asked to vote on the 
question. Are we right? 


HE superintendent of the Home De- 

partment has the authority to appoint 
Visitors, after consultation with the pas- 
tor. Owing to the nature of the work, 
the pastor is consulted rather than the 
Sunday-school superintendent, as he 
usually knows more about the homes and 
the available workers than anyone else. 
However, the Home Department usually 
follows the procedure of the - Sunday- 
school. If the teachers are appointed, so 
are the Visitors. If they are elected, 
the Home Department council would fol- 
low the same course. 


A member of my Home Department has 
offered me one hundred copies. of a booklet 
on Christian Science, on the condition ;that I 
put one in every quarterly that I send out 
in September. “I spoke to my pastor’ about 
it, and he says that he does not’ think 
it would do any harm. I have heard you 
speak a good many times, and I would like 
to know what you think about it. , 
"Tor Home Department has as its chief 

object the study of God’s holy Word 
and the winning of every member in the 
home to a saving knowledge of Jesus 
Christ. It is not a question of how much 
harm might be done. It is a question 
of furnishing material, through our de- 
partment, that rejects Christ as. the 
Saviour of men, and denies the Bible as 
God’s unalterable Word, substituting a 
woman’s interpretation of it as the chief 
object of study. Many might read and 
reject, but if only one should be led 
astray, you would have to face the re- 
sponsibility before God of preaching a 
gospel that is not a Gospel, in other 
words, of being a false shepherd. Such 
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a propaganda has no place in the Home 
Department of a Christian church. 


De young people make better Visitors 
than the middle aged or elderly ones? I 
became superintendent of this department 
several years ago, and as Visitors move 
away, resign, or die, I replace them with 
young women. I feel that these’ bright, 
jolly young people should be a happy change 
for the members who. have had old: Visitors 
for years. These young people ought to be 
doing definite Christian work, and if they 
are to become good Visitors it would seem 
best for them to begin while. young. It 
has created a division in my council, however. 
The young women keep to themselves and I 
am beginning to wonder if I have used good 
judgment. 


OUR reasoning sounds ‘right, but it 

has been my experience that very 
young people do not make good Home 
Department Visitors. Their bright, 
cheery calls are fine for other purposes, 
but the Home Department expects that 
the Visitor shall take upon herself the 
responsibility of the whole family and 
make every effort to become a confidential 
friend in every home she visits. For 
this she needs understanding and sym- 
pathy, poise and judgment, courage and 
tact, ‘confidence in herself and ability to 
understand the problems of home life. 
It is useless to expect young women to 
have the first-hand experiences that be- 
long to middle life or old age, without 
which a sympathetic understanding is im- 
possible, regardless of how willing the 
young person may be to do all in her 
power. My own experience is that the 
work and the results are better where 
matured and properly trained Visitors 
are employed. I would suggest that you 
gradually replace the young women with 
more matured workers, both for the sake 
of harmony and results. 





Can you tell me of something to interest and 
stimulate our Home Department this fall? 
There is always a let down after the sum- 
mer vacations, and I would like to get 
the groups etarted to work early. I have 
been using a combined quarterly review and 
social, but I do not think that would do 
this fall. 


FALL reception is an excellent way 

to get started, and if you include the 
officials of the church and Sunday-school, 
it may serve to start the whole ma- 
chinery of the church. However, if you 
feel that this is too big an undertaking, 
I would suggest that you try a group 
social, This is being used in many de- 
partments with success and it has much 
to recommend it. 


Group socials, being on a small scale, | 


give the members an opportunity of be- 
coming really acquainted. 

Since they are held in the homes~of 
inembers, they are real home socials. 


Gye Punday School Gimes 


Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old_or new 
subscribers, in the United States. and 
Possessions, Mexico, Cuba, and some 
Central and South American countries. 
These rates include postage. 

$2.00—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $7.50. eer 

$1.50—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to one 
address, $1.50 each, per year. : 

In recognition of the club organizer’s 
aid one subscription additional is allowed 
for every ten paid for in a club. 


TO CANADIAN SUBSCRIBERS 


The postage on each Canadian annual sub- 
scription costs the publishers of the Times 
about 27 cents a year more than the postage 
on a subscription delivered in the United 
States because of the higher periodical rate 
charged by the Canadian Post: Office on 
United States publications. 

Therefore, all Canadian subscriptions are 








. receivable at the present rate plus 25 cents 


for postage. That is, the Canadian club sub- 
scription price becomes $1.75 a year, and 
the single subscription, $2.25 a year. 

The Sunday School Times Co., Publishers, 
323-327 N. Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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You can make use of all the talent in 
your group, and you will be surprised 
how they will,enjoy the chance to: “show 
‘ort” like little children, 

They need no elaborate committees, two 
inembers of each group!ought to be able 


-to make all preparation. 


If any group is too small, two or three 
may combine. But this kind of social, 
to be successful, must be kept small 
enough to be held in a home. 

Your program should be the same for 
each group, allowance being made for 
group talent. 

If possible you as superintendent should 
attend each one, but if that cannot be, 
whatever message or outlines you have 
for the year’s work should be presented 
by some one at these socials. 

The plans for these socials should be 
made early, so that all would have been 
pid before the second Sunday in Octo- 

” 
A campaign for new members can be 
better inaugurated through these group 
socials than in any other way, with the 
spirit of friendly rivalry. 
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Immediate Needs at Keswick 


D° YOU know that Victory Hall at 
America’s Keswick, containing fifty- 
four bedrooms, was made possible largely 
through $1, $2, and $5 gifts, principally 
from readers of The Sunday School 
Times? Those who faithfully gave what 
they could are today sharing in a very real 
way in the ministry of that building to 
hundreds of lives. ite 

Conference after conference has seen 
Victory Hall, which accommodates nearly 
150 people, filled ‘with those who have 
been receiving, probably, the greatest 
blessing of their lives in finding the life 
that is Christ, 

Those who have followed the reports 
of Victorious Life Conferences at Kes- 


j wick, as they have appeared from time 


to time, will have some idea of what God 
is doing through Keswick in these days. 
Miracles have been wrought in the lives 
of hundreds of defeated and discouraged 
Christians, many ministers and mission- 
aries have found liberty and a new joy 
in preaching a living Gospel, and scores 
of young people (some now on the for- 
eign field) have presented their lives to 
the Lord for service wherever he wou!'d 
lead. These blessed results could not 
have been accomplished without the build- 
ings to accommodate the people. 

Victory Hall is not yet complete. A 
number of important comforts and con- 
veniences have. had to be left unprovided 
until sufficient funds make it possible 
to add them, 


One of the most important and imme- | 


diate needs. is that of new beds to replace 
those purchased from the Government at 
very low cost to meet the emergency sev- 
eral years ago. New beds would add 
much to the comfort of these who at- 
tend the conferences. Special prices of 
$10 and $12 each have been quoted by a 
large concern interested in Keswick. Al- 
ready some seventy new beds have been 
provided for, but about one hundred 
‘more are urgently needed. Will you 
prayerfully consider whether God would 
have you make an investment in this 
way, where the return in blessing is cer- 
tain and large? 

Gifts should he sent to B. F. Culp, 
Treasurer, 80-82 Stafford Building, 1114 
Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 


Calendar of Conferences 


Summer Season, 1927, Keswick, N. J. 
Aug. 28-28.—Victorious Life Conference. 
Sept. 2-5— “ - sed 


Meals and room for the August 20-28: con- 
ference, $16; registration fee, $3.50 additional. 
For the September week-end, meals and 
room, $7; registration fee, $: additional. 

All applications for accommodations should 
be sent to the Victorious Life Testimony, 8- 
8&2 Stafford Building, 1114 Chestnut Street, 
Philadelphia. Reservations cannot be made 
unless application is accompanied by regis- 
tration fee. 
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Can the Christian Now 
Believe in Evolution? 


WituiamM HALLocK JOHNSON, PH.D., D.D. 


Professor in Lincoln Universsty 


Did God contribute the beginnings 
of this world, and did it then evolve 
through its own forces? Did man 
fall or is he progressing constantly ? 
Just what do the fossils prove? Does 
evolution refute the miraculous? 
These and many other vital questions 
are thoughtfully considered in this 
candid study by a _ well-known 
Christian scholar. 


The author weighs carefully the 
evidence for and against evolution, 
points out the philosophy which re- 
sults from acceptance of the evolution 
theory, and voices the growing 
conviction of the inherent antago- 
nism of this philosophy te the theistic 
and Christian views of the world. 





$1.50, postage 12 cents 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY, 323-327.N. 13th St., Philadelphia 





** Simple, practical, inspiring; no one can read it without 





yearning to be a soul-winner and no one can follow its 





teachings without learning to be a soul-winner.”’ 





— Watchman-Examiner. 


Every-Member Evangelism 


By J. E. Conant, D.D. 


Bible Teacher and Evangelist 


Sets forth the Divine Program, Purpose, and Power for every Christian. 


Puts the responsibility for soul-winning where it bel _ 
individual Christian. J ges 


Gives the divine dynamics that will make the 
effective and permanent. 


Supplies practical methods for putting this program into operation. 


program of evangelism 


A book that every pastor will want for himself—with 


several copies for his church leaders 


202 pages. $1.50, postage 12 cents 
THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO., 323-327 N. 13th St., Philadelphie 








Earnest Christians are welcoming this book— 


EFFECTIVE PRAYING 


By HENRY W. FROST, D.D. 


Home Director of the China Inland Mission 


A series of vital studies giving the underlying principles of prevailing prayer 
PRAYER DEFINED 

PRAYER ANALYZED 

PRAYER TO THE FATHER 
PRAYER IN THE NAME OF CHRIST 
PRAYER IN THE HOLY SPIRIT 


PRAYER PRINCIPLES 
PRAYER CONDITIONS 
PRAYER PRIVILEGES 
PRAYER WONDERS 
PRAYER TRIUMPHANT 


A book for hungering hearts 
162 pages, $1.25; postage 10 cents 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY, 323-327 N. Thisteenth Street, Philadelphia 
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Service for Rally Daj 
RALLY “DAY 
THs ic€is com- 
plete with Scripture 
iW reading, new Songs, reci- 
tations, etc, A special 
es @s included for the 
eury division. Sure 
to’ please and certain to 
inspire all whé take part 
as well a6 those who lis-| 
_ ten. A sam free’ to 


Pastor or rinten- 
dent. 
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Send for Iliustrated Circular of Rally Day Supplies 


‘Ping Kinda Prova 


1701-1703 Chestrut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


AFRICA INLAND MISSION 


373 Carlton Ave., Brooklyn, N. Y¥; 


At work in East and Central Africa 30 years. 
Has now 40 stations, 200° missionaries and 
500 African teachers. Literature on request. 


Pray for This Work of Faith 




















Island. Indoor and outdoor spo:ts. For 
catalog address the Principal, Box S, 
Stony Brook, Long Island, N. Y. 











EASTERN UNIVERSITY 


In the City of Philadelphia, Pa. 
Soll f high de, under strictly Christian 
yw Aisg'a Preparatory, School. Schol- 
arly Faculty. School of the Bible and Chris 
tianity. Many opportunities for self-help. 
Sessions Open September 14, 1927 
Write for new bulletin. 
4410 York Road. Charlies T. Ball, President 














A Whole Year for #1.00! 
rue ILLUSTRATOR 


makes Sunday school teaching interesting 
Don’t miss it! Marion Lawrance said: “There is 
mo other I like as well.” Sample copy Sree. 
THE ILLUSTRATOR, 158 Fifth Avenue, Now York 


Earn $25 Weekly Spare Time 


Writing for newspapers, magazines. Experience 
. unnecessary. Details FREE. 


PRESS SYNDICATE, 1287, ST. LOUIS, MO. 























BRONZE TABLETS 


Designs and Estimates Free 
Jao. Williams, Inc., Bronze Foundry 
(Dept. 9). S56 W. 27th St.. New York City. 





In ordering goods, or in making in- 
euiry concerning anything advertised tn 
this paper, you will oblige the publishers, 
as well as the advertiser, by stating that 
geu saw the advertisement in The Sun- 
day School Times. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 





For Family Worship 


By the Director of the 
Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


Still Other “Evidences” 

N RECENT issues repeated references 
have been made to “signs” of spiritual 
awakening, These signs continue to mul- 
tiply. And yet it will be fatal if we get 
our eyes on the signs rather than on 
the Lord, We need no other sign than 
that of the word of Him who “cannot 
lie” (Tit. 1:2). Nevertheless we cannot 
but rejoice when we see the Church be- 
ginning to realize how far it has wan- 
dered from God and how utterly hope- 
less is the present situation apart from 
Christ, both in the Church and in the 
nations. 

In a recent editorial entitled, “Christ, 
the World’s Hope,” the Christian Herald 
of New York declared: “The-world is 
undergoing a time of severe trial and uni- 
versal unrest. ... Lawlessness and greed 
of gain increase. In innumerable homes, 
religion seems crowdéd out and God is 
forgotten.” The same thing was recog- 
nized by the Northern Baptist Conven- 
tion in its great gathering in Chicago 
during June, and, notwithstanding some 
things that we wish had been otherwise, 
a higher evangelistic note was struck 
than in many years; and when Christ was 
presented in its great public audiences of 
many thousands, scores, possibly hun- 
dreds, publicly confessed him. 

The Spirit of God is working. Let us 
pray on, with no dependence upon man, 
but knowing whom we have believed. 
Men fail, but God never! 





September 5 to 11 


Mon.—1 Kings 5 : 1-12. ‘ 
Preparation for Building the Temple. 
“Wars ... on every side, until’; no- 
tice, “until the Lord” had conquered every 
enemy. If the Lord doesn’t conquer our 
enemies, they'll never be conquered. But 
when we give him a chance, he conquers ; 
then we have “rest on every side” (vs. 3, 
4) ; and then, we, too, are ready to build. 
Prayer Succestions: “Pray for the 
Chicago Hebrew. Mission (1505 South 
Sawyer Street} which alsa at this time 
is gt aie to build, Under the prayer- 
ful superintendency of the Rev. C. P. 
Meeker, the Mission ts making remark- 
able strides. The construction of a “Wil- 
liam E. Blackstone Memorial Building” 
has been proposed. (Mr. Blackstone was 
the Mission’s founder.) _ Pray for this 
much needed new edifice, 
Tues.—i Kings 6 : 1-16. 
The Building of the Temple. 
How wonderfully in God’s Book, as in 
his.world, our attention is drawn to min- 
wte details; as in today’s description. 
Some people think trifles of little conse- 
quence, but God doesn’t. Noiselessness 
(v. 7) implied perfect preparation. The 
more complete our private preparation, 
the quieter and more orderly and effec- 
tive our public service. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for- God's 
special blessing. upon all the seed that 
has been sown through the various Vic- 
torious Life and other summer confer- 
ences. Pray for God’s many servants, 
pastors and, others, who are returning 
from their vacations. Pray for your mid- 
week prayer-meeting. 

Wed.—1 Kings 6 : 14-22. 
The Temple Completed. 

No hammer heard (v. 7); no stone 
seen (v. 18). No jarring sound, no mar- 
ring. sight; nothing, either in’ process 
or in completion, to offend eye or ear, 
no matter how sensitive or exacting. 
Would that we could build like that! 
But only One ever has (Isa. 42:2: 53: 
Z . 

Prayer Succestions: Our highly es- 
teemed : predecessor in this department, 





free pow pe, ie prayer, or 
rom umiting God by fancymg you know 
what he can do. Expeet ihe unex pected, 
for he can do above all we ask or think.” 


Thurs.—1 Kings 6 ¢ 23-36." ; 

The Temple Adorned. 
Solomon’s Temple within and without 
was what God would have his temples 
today to be. The world begins with be- 
ing fastidiously exacting as to the ex- 
ternal appearance, but wholly indifferent 
as to the Devil's art within; but finally 
the Devil’s art tri , completely, and 
the whole temple within ‘and without be- 
comes so hideously repulsive that it must 
be thrcwn into God’s etérnal bonfire. 


Prayer Succestion§:° No man in 
America is making a der or braver 
fight “for the faith once for all. deliv- 
ered” than Dr. W. B. Riley of Minne- 
apolis. Is he on your prayer list? If 
not, put him there; and tkewise every 
other outstanding evangelical leader, 


Fri.—1 Kines 8 : 1-11, 62, 63. 

Selomon Dedicates the Temple. 
Solomon was tpo wise a man to think 
of dedicating to God an unbuilt, uncom- 
pleted, unadorned temple; and yet is not 
this what some of us are trying to do? 
Do we not sometimes offer him for serv- 
ice (not: for cleansing) our uncleansed 
hearts, our heads and | Stained with 
unholy thoughts and practices? 


Prayer Succestions: Read r Peter 
3:3 and 4, and pray’ for the realization 
thereof in your own heart and life this 
day. Pray by name for each member of: 
your family, for your near-by neighbors, 
for your far-distant friends, for your 
“avowed enemies,” for your busmess as- 
sociates, for your employees. 


Sat.—1 Corjnthians 3 : 10-17. 
The Temple of God. 
“Let every man take heed” (v. 10). 
What are the stones that are going into 
your temple? Are they the “gold, silver, 
precious stones” of faith, love, good 
works; separated lives? Or aFe some the 





“wood, hay, stubble” of unbelief, hatred, 


(Lesson for September 11) AUGUST 27, 1927 


covetousness, unchaste conversation, filthy 
habits, unseparated lives? “Take heed.” 
Prayver Succestions: Pray that today 
may mark a genuine spiritual advance in 
your life. Pray that you may be kept in 
a spirit of watchfulness and prayer. Pray 
agains: your easily besetting sins. Pray 
that you may be faithful in acknowledg- 
ing the Lord in all your ways (Prov. 
3:5, 6) 
Sun.—Psalm 122: 1-9. Love for God’s House. 
There is no other city in all the world 


‘that lies so close to the heart of God 
‘as Jerusalem, not i 


use in one séns¢ 
he loves other cities the less, but becatise 
Jerusalem is so bound up with his -pro- 
grom for. Israel, and indeed, for the 
Church and the world also. Hence, the 
command and. mise of verse 6, sim- 
> Bae which there is nothing ‘in all the 
ible. 


Prayer Questions: How much of 
praise is there in your prayer life? How 
much of confession? of intercession? of 
agony over lost souls? Do. God's an- 
swers to your prayers equal the number 
of your prayers? Do you love to pray 
secretly as. much as you do publicly? See 
Matthew 6:5,.6. 

y,. PELOUBET’S 


Select Notes 


The World’s Greatest Sunday-school 
Commentary 





To Sheen Phaawe welty Cite Boeke wis eyes 
FREE _ 


W. A. WILDE COMPANY 
131 Clarendon Street BOSTON 
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RALLY DAY “TREASURE CHEST” POST CARD 
$1.50 a 100, postpaid 
An effective mailing card of new and original ideas. 
A folder cut out on the outlines of a chest. Printed in 
black and vermilion. Upon raising the fold which 
covers the chest a well-worded invitation is disclosed. 


Space for naz_e and address on reverse side: For all 
ages. 





“RALLY FOR RALLY DAY > 


You will.need these attractive helps to make your Rally Day service a rousing one— 
everyone will come again. ' 


THE “ TREASURE CHEST” RALLY DAY 
sas INVITATION 


RALLY DAY POST CARD No. A. _.. 
*20 cents. a dozen, $1.25 a 100, postpaid 
In this very unique the universal interest in 


design 
the automo! is capitalized to-promote Rally Day 
at’ ance. The fantiy party ys -g their eathosiaste 
for Rally Day: by banner and pennant. A popular 
style of verse on the picture side and a. well-worded 
invitation on the front. 


; / Se lotus all turnout wane 





k ‘not So Wegeb ore 


SOUVENIRS 


A souvenir should be given to every member present at the Rally Day service. It will-effectively serve as 
a reminder to come again. 


Cardboard Souvenirs 


Printed'in Bright Colors 
$1.28 a 100, postpaid 





20 cents a 
$ 





No. 960 





A welcome at the church 
doors for everyone 


BUTTONS 


1.50 a 100, postpai 





Button D 
aa ILLUSTRATED FOLDER OF ALL RALLY DAY SUPPLIES, FREE ON REQUEST “Gt 


dozen, or 





No. 967—Bee Hive 





A symbol of industry and a challenge 
to join the’ busy army of workers 





New York, 156 





the Rev. Joseph W. Kemp, now of New 
Zealand, wrote cleven years ago: “Pray 


Fifth Ave. 
Chicago, 125 N. Wabash Ave. 


THE WESTMINSTER PRESS 


HEADQUARTERS : PHILADELPHIA, WITHERSPOON BUILDING 


Nashville, 711 Church St. 
St. Louis, 914 Pine St. 
Pittsburgh, Granite 


Cincinnati. 420-Eim. St. 
San Francisco. 234 


MecAlligter St. 
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